Luther Life .. 


25 Cents 
FEBRUARY 1951 


MAGAZINE FOR LUTHERAN YOUTH 


Luther | ife ba me 


LETTERS |< sve Sehcoteve totes eoepie7s cone, cere Soh enet co au cmetr etre No oucone et nn 1 
YOUTH IN) THE CHURGH on 2. 6c soscterc an seeret ee concrete en =} 
MAKE: MINE “MODERN. |. 4-86 sic oo ome vou ccc ottee eke ounce en 7, 
WHAT‘S: WAR DOING TO. YOU? ©) 3.2209 2s ce eee eee ee ee 14 
THE. MESSIAH’ (A: One-Act: Play)... .... 22.12 os ele aioe © ele ee 21 
RED LIGHTS: TO: PRAYER © o.5.c5) ccs 0 aust: ec ehea eterelnt a aeie or cheetee nae 27 
A BRIBE FOR) GOD. 25.5 56 vate w veces la Siac ce pre ste mun se tperere ota telat 32 
WATCH: OUT! A D:D.’ssGOT, YOUN <2). ee eae ene ee 35 
I BELIEVE © oi.). « 6cneseiace d)dpacene gavel eteus 9 lol= 4)ag! st ie nga eeayt nt accel ae 39 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ARE UP TO DATE ©......2 seen 43 
POWER: WORD: BAPTISM. o5.c0 oc ier. svelte are + oletote hls 011 ete eee 48 
JEWS DO HAVE SOULS (Young Adult Topic) ...... +... - oie 52 
‘HATE DULISPARTIES seeceaani ass. erence ee. 56 
SWAP SHOP) bocce siizentas gf Soeats shee oes betel celeces Sates eek 59 
CLATTER:. BY CONRAD, Sr. os. co con. oo eas cg oreo sonape see 61 
BOOK? REVIEWS) 4:. 5 <a telus uste ere ueny Sie hese cotelRcov ei "evel ee err 62 
MOVIE “REVIEWS os acd & sp seuerend vo cidiebe oa te ce ares erate 61 ec 63 


LUTHER LIFE (FORMERLY THE LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW) IS THE 
YOUTH MAGAZINE OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA, | 
IT IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY, BY THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA, | 
OFFICIAL YOUNG PEOPLE’S ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
CHURCH. JOHN M. MANGUM, EDITOR. EDITORIAL OFFICE: 1228 SPRUCE 
STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PENNSYLVANIA. PUBLICATION OFFICE; 
THE KURZENKNABE PRESS, 429-437 HERR STREET,. HARRISBURG, 
PENNSYLVANIA. [ 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: SINGLE SUBSCRIPTIONS, $2.00 PER YEAR. CLUB 
SUBSCRIPTIONS OF FIVE OR MORE, $1.80 EACH, PER YEAR; TEN OR 
MORE, $1:60 EACH, PER YEAR. SINGLE COPIES, 25 CENTS. ENTERED 
* AS SECOND CLASS MATTER, MARCH 29, 1949, AT THE POST OFFICE,” 
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA, UNDER THE ACT OF MARCH 3, 1879. 


LETTERS 


Tardy Material 
Sir: 

At our superintendents and advisors 
meeting of the Luther Leagues last even- 
mg the plaintive cry arose: “How can 
we plan our programs when the material 
sn't here?” Yes, how can they? 

What are the chances of receiving our 
sopies of High Ideals and Luther Life 
yefore the next quarter begins? Or will 
his continue as in the past, that almost 
in entire month is gone before the ma- 
erial arrives? 

We do not mean to be tiresome about 
his business of material arriving so late 
yut we DO like to plan our programs 
ind select our leaders in advance. 

Per Iba M. Miter, Parish Worker 

For WriuiAmM Ernest Fox, Pastor 

Five Starr MEMBERS 
: Holy Comforter Church 
3altimore 


® The editors appreciate your diffi- 
ulty. We apologize for the tardiness 
if January issues. We are trying our 
vest to make the future different. 


thank you 
ir: 

“Resolved, that we express apprecia- 
ion to the LLA in its action in improve- 
aent of its publications, and instigation 
£ new literature for the benefit of the 
eaguers.” 

Members of the committee thought 
nat since LLO never hesitated to criti- 
ize LLA publications, etc., when we 
nought they weren’t up to par, we 
nould come forth with a big THANK 
OU, especially for Luther Life. 

“Susan HANSELL, Secretary 
Luther League of Ohio 
oringfield 
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Christian, 


Answer 


Boldly 


Theme of the 
Luther League of America 
Convention 
lowa City, lowa 
August 13-17, 1951 


Plan now to attend! 
For further details, see 
‘Youth In The Church’ 
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THIEL COLLEGE 
GREENVILLE, PA. 


A CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES 


Fully Accredited 


For information write to: 


Co-educational 


Dean Hersert G. GEBERT 
President WrL1AM F. ZIMMERMAN 


An Institution of the Pittsburgh Synod 


“SUSQUEHANNA 


UNIVERSITY . . . AT SELINSGROVE 
IN THE HEART OF PENNSYLVANIA 


An Accredited Co-Educational College, 
Dedicated to Christian Scholarship 


@ LIBERAL ARTS 

@ MUSIC 

@ TEACHER TRAINING 
@ BUSINESS EDUCATION 


G. Morris Smirn, A.M., D.D., LL.D., President 
| a TIE, 


A Century of Faith 


Devoted to Education 


has brought to Wittenberg nationwide recogni- 
tion as a strong liberal arts college. True to its 
Christian heritage, Wittenberg develops the 
well-rounded student—intellectually, spiritually, 
physically, socially. 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


Founded in 1845 Springfield, Ohio 


WATERLOO COLLEGE 


Affiliated with the University of Western Ontario 


WATERLOO, ONTARIO 


The only Senior Arts College of the 
Lutheran Church in Canada 


Co-educational courses leading to B. A. Degree 
Moderate Tuition Fees and Cost of Living 


For further information apply to: 


H. T. Lenmann, B,A., Tu.D., President 


Two 


Help needed 
Sir: ; 

.. . Please see what you can do for u 
We almost have to carry on by ou 
selves. Our preacher . . . isn’t too inte 
ested in the younger members. We ha’ 
to find out what we want to know ou 
selves. 

NAME WITHHE! 


Topics 


“Where are the topics?” Sever 
people asked this question after the 
had scanned the January issue « 
Luther Life. “We thought this was | 
serve as a manual for high school ar 
post high young people.” 

In an effort to make Luther Li 
readable, the editor evidently cor 
cealed too well that the feature a 
ticles were more than just article 
They were to be used as backgrour 
material for group discussion session 

At the end of almost every “thir 
piece” in this issue are program su. 
gestions and questions for debate. | 
the case of “Red Lights to Praye 
suggestions were omitted in order ~ 
develop initiative among young lea 
ers. | 
Note that the topics are neith: 
graded nor dated. This is no ov: 
sight. It is done so that each lo 
society will feel completely free . 
use the topic that best fits its nee 
and level of spiritual maturity. 

Warning: The editor has tried 
make life difficult for the leader w 
begins work at six o'clock on the Su 
day evening he is to direct the you 
session. The articles are NOT to 
read at league meetings. They mer 
provide background material for 
ther preparation. 
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youth 


in the church 


Date to remember: Aug. 13-17 


No matter which way you look at 
it, the 1951 LLA convention in Iowa 
City, Aug. 13-17, should be a blue 
ribbon one. 

Facilities are top notch. Delegates 
and visitors will room in University 
of Iowa dormitories. In each of these 
will be a lounge for informal gab-fests 
and a snack-bar for before-bed sand- 
wiches. The auditorium will serve for 
business sessions . . . the classrooms, 
for workshops . . . the dining hall, 
for meals . . . the theater, for play 
production . . . the stadium, for the 
Indian pow-wow . . . the campus, 
for outdoor discussions. 

Delegates will have no excuse to 
moan that they have become “dead- 
end kids.” The University boasts one 
of the largest indoor swimming pools 
in the country. This will be open 
every afternoon. And a special “even- 
ing dip” is scheduled every — night 
from 9:30 to 10:15. 

Over 100 tennis courts wait for lob 
fans. Probably an elimination contest 
will be run off during the two-and- 
one-half-hour daily recreational per- 
iods, 

Already the president of the Texas 
Luther League has challenged al! 
somers on the softball diamond. Both 
the Canada and the Wisconsin presi- 
dents have risen to the bait. Basket- 
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FLORIDA AND CALIFORNIA battle it out 
in the snow at the LLA conference of presi- 
dents. Florida’s President Jim Wehle, left, 
who had never seen snow before, aims a 
handful at the face of California’s Vice 
President Bob Beckstrom. 


ball is also on the agenda. If any 
boxers or wrestlers are around, prob- 
ably even gloves and a mat can be 
located. 


Answer boldly! 

“Christian, Answer Boldly!” will be 
the convention theme. Purpose will 
be to point up “the need for Christian 
action in areas of social conflict and 
tension” and to “challenge youth to 
serve Christ in lay vocations as well 
as full-time church. vocations,” the 


Three 


convention committee has reported. 
Convention hymn will be “Christian, 
Dost Thou See Them?” Amos will be 
the book for Bible study. 


Aim of all workshops will be to de- 
velop leadership. Presented will be 
the “know-how” of youth programs 
in the fields of dramatics, handicrafts, 
recreation, music, publicity, work proj- 
ects, visual aids, topic methods, stew- 
ardship, and evangelism. State and 
synodical presidents, Luther Life cor- 
respondents, advisors, and pastors will 
be segregated into special clinics. 

Perhaps the most drastic departure 
from past programs will be the scar- 
city of speeches. In addition to the 
chaplain’s meditations, only three ad- 
dresses are scheduled. At the first ses- 
sion, Executive Secretary Leslie Con- 
rad will “keynote.” At the last ses- 
sion new staff secretaries and officers 
will be “sermoned” before their instal- 
lation. 


Cheapest in history 


A sigh of relief should rise to the 
lips of those who are hard up for cash. 
“This wili be the cheapest convention 
in history,” General Chairman Ray 
Tiemeyer declares. 

In the past, registration fees did not 
include room and board. As a result, 
many leaguers ran up large bills at 
hotels. This time the $35 registration 
fee includes rooms in university dor- 
mitories and meals in the dining hall. 

Only extra items to worry about 
will be transportation to and from 
Iowa City and petty cash. 


Special train 
An air conditioned train will pick 
up hundreds of leaguers between New 


Four 


York and Iowa City, Aug. 12-13, and 
return them, Aug. 18-19, Transporta- 
tion Chairman Eugene Geiger has an- 
nounced. 


Schedule is as follows: 
AUGUST 12... 


Lv. New York City ..... 11:10 AM EST 
ive. Elizabeth} Nida seas 12:11 PM 
Lv. Plainfield, N. J. ...... 12:25 PM 
Ly. Wayne Junction, Pa. .. 1:20 PM 
Ly. Philadelphia, Pa. ow 372 PM 
Ly. Wilmington, Del. ...... 2:05 PM 
Ly. Baltimore, Md. ...... 3:25 PM 
Lv. Washington, D. C. .... 4:40 PM 
Lv. Martinsburg, W. Va. .. 6:10 PM 
Lv. Cumberland, Md: . 7:47 PM 
Lv. Connellsville, Pa. ..... 10:05 PM 
Lvs Pittsburgh aris cacnseae 11:25 PM 
AUGUSTEI3 ees 

Lve-Akron Ohio: 3. svaeainee 1:50 AM 
Ag (Chicdgosh mre 7:20 AM CST 


Transfer via Parmelee Transfer Com- 
pany to Rock Island LaSalle St. Sta- 
tion—Included in rail ticket. — 
ky:i- Chicago! secre 4 <.susenae 1:55 PM CST 
Ar. lowa City 5:50 PM 


Schedule for the return is as fol- 
lows: 


AUGUST 18... 
Ly lowa: Gity Got. ann tester eaee 9:15 AM CST 
Ar-eGhicago! wacko ec ksttets 1:15 PM 


Transfer to B & O Grand Central 
Station included in rail ticket. 


liv: Ghicdgows sedis ahaa 3:50 PM CS 
Ar Akron, vOniosnueucke hens 11:07 PM ES 
AUGUST 192). oe Sa ee 
Ar. Pittsburgh, Pa. ....... 1:31 AM ES 
Ar. Connellsville, Pa. . 3:00 AM 
Ar. Cumberland, Md. .... 5:00 AM 
Ar. Martinsburg, W. Va. .. 7:00 AM - 
Ar. Washington, D. C. ... 8:30 AM 
Ar. Baltimore, Md. ..... 9:45 AM 
Ar. Wilmington, Del. . 10:55 AM 
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“V'LL BET YOU THINK I’M NUTS,” lowa President Harold Kruger said as he pointed to 
the peanuts on the chart. Impersonating ‘‘Herky the Hawk,’’ he told the conference of 
presidents about the Luther League of America convention to be held in lowa City, 
Aug. 13-17. As he pointed to appropriate items on the chart he made the following 
speech: 


“Tired of chalk talks? I’m going to give you a Hawk Talk. This talk will be pro-TEENS. 

BEANS we’re going to MEAT you in lowa City we better stop backEGGing and start 
sCREAMing. So jump in your CAR-BO and put it in HY before these DATES, Aug. 13-17, 
go rolling by. No more LOAFing and a little more CHERRYing, ‘cause what we've got 
is so apPEALing that it really takes the CAKE. But FAst. There’s going to be a BA- 
CONVvention where every Tom, Dick, and MARJORINE will be present. Oh yes, MIN 
and ERAL will be there, too. So LET-TUCE CHEESE our speeches and get ready to 
deLIVER them. All the kids from the YEAST are going TO-MAT-TOES trains and Texas 
will have to ORANGE to do so. too.” 


Ar. Philadelphia, Pa. ...:11:27 AM 


ical presidents, Wittenberg College, 
|Ar. Plainfield, N. J. ....12:41 PM Thanksgiving weekend, for about the 
Ar. Elizabeth, N. J. ...... 12:59 PM same reason a kid would remember 


1:50 PM 


Zavala the circus at which he got squirted by 
the elephant. Most of them got 


stranded in the “big snow.” 


‘Ar. New York City 


Life in an igloo 


Youth leaders will long remember 
the conference of state and synod- 
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If you had stepped into the Colum- 
bus airlines station four nights after 
the conference ended, you would have 


Five 


Presidents of smaller leagues discuss rural problems . . . 


found Nova Scotia President Peter 
Petersen wearily sleeping on a bench. 
It you had turned up in Altoona, Pa., 
six days’ after the last session, you 
would have run into West Virginia 
Treasurer Charles Koons hibernating 
there. 

Ministerium President Oscar Lingle 
drove through snow and ice for 29 
hours. He went without sleep for 39 
hours. 

North Carolina Vice President Jeft 
Norris reported on Dec. 4: “Just for 
the record we got stranded after a 
minor accident in Wilmington, Ohio, 
about 30 miles out of Springfield. Ray 
(Cline) damaged his car a hundred 
or two dollars worth, but no one was 
hurt. That happened Saturday after 
noon. We stayed in a Wilmington 
hotel until Monday afternoon, when 
Catherine and I managed to catch a 
train out .. . We haven't heard yet 
whether or when (Ray and his wife) 
got home.” 


Our favorite cook 


Several leaguers, including five 
boys from Carthage College, were 
lucky. Before they could leave Spring- 
field, the snow had stopped all trans- 
portation. 

They didn’t feel so lucky, though, 
when all the restaurants closed and 
their stomachs began gnawing. Fin- 
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ally, a Hamma Divinity student came 
to the rescue and suggested that they 
raid the seminary kitchen. This they 
did, with Executive Secretary Conrad 
serving as chief cooks. (See picture.) 

This little story, however, did not 
end when-all finally got away from 
Wittenberg. At Christmas, Secretary 
Conrad received a package from 
“The Carthage Five” In it was a cook 
book. 

Although Luther Life’s policy rules 
out all poetry, the “Ode to Our Fa- 
vorite Cook” deserves a broken rule: 


The snow had fallen for hours and hours, 

The drifts piled over the way. 

We needed some food, our stomachs 
cried out, 

Who would relieve us today. 


And then to our rescue our hero he 
came, 

As a hero he looked mighty strange, 

But he stepped to the kitchen and in 
voice bold and strong 

Cried, “You All, I’m home on the 
range.” 


With an apron around his middle 
A pan and a spoon in his hand, 
In the kitchen of Hamma Divinity 
Our favorite cook made his stand. 


We've returned to our school; they 
greeted us well; 
We told of our hero so strong. 
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. while those from larger leagues 


And now if we’re snowbound and need 
a good cook 

If we call on Conrad, we just can’t go 
wrong. 


1 time of crisis 


“IT am an optimist. But I do not be- 
eve we will have peace in our time,” 
1e Rey. Lawrence Reese, youth di- 
sctor for the ULC Parish Board, told 
ie conference of presidents. He was 
iscussing youth’s job in the current 
‘isis. 

He outlined four channels for ac- 
on: 

1. “Keep your league strong even 
it has only four members. A pastor 
oes not call off his catechetical 
lass just because he has only four 
udents.” 

2. Emphasize catechetical and 
ost-catechetical study. “The great de- 
isions are being made in Sunday 
thools and Luther Leagues, not in 
foscow and Washington. The basic 
ecisions are not made when you are 
0. They are made when you are in 
igh school.” 

8. Enroll as leaders. “One of the 
nest things on the horizon is the 
ew lay leadership in the church. Get 
oung men on your church council.” 

4. Keep in touch with service per- 
mnel and migrant youth. “In Phila- 
elphia one out of every two people 
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hit at statistical difficulties 


live in a different house than in 1940. 
“Migrant youth’ also includes college 
students and people in _ private 
schools.” 

5. Be a part of your community. 
“Tell your politicians what you stand 
for and ask them what they stand for. 
If they do not stand for anything, let 
them know that you are getting the 
point. Get mixed up in politics.” 

6. Accept world responsibility. 


Kids on fire 

“3S x 53Y x X equals 22,000” 

That was Doris Smith’s formula for 
bringing LLA membership up _ to 
50,000 in 1951. The “3S’s” were the 
three staff secretaries. The “53Y’s” 
were the 53 young people at the con- 
ference of presidents. The “X’s” were 
the young people across the U. S. and 
Canada. 

The action of the “X’s” in the cam- 
paign to win 22,000 new members to 
the Luther League was the unknown 
factor. 

At the conference, the “53Y’s” were 
on fire with enthusiasm. Sample dis- 
cussion statements: 

Cairornia’s BecksrroM: “Get the 
kids as soon as they get out of con- 
firmation class and they are on fire. 
If you wait a year or two they will 
be spiritually dead.” 

IyLinois) Maruews: “Send __ the 
young people out in large groups to 


A 
Seven 


———— 


call.2 

Outo’s SmitH: “Put a ramrod in 
your pastor’s back. Get his interest 
first.” 

ParisH Boarp’s REESE: “Responsi- 
bility must be given before it will be 
accepted. Some pastors give their 
youth only little things to do.” 

LL’s Conrap: “Only 40 per cent 
of the young people in congregations 
who have leagues are affiliated with 
the league. We can bring that up to 
75 per cent. Five years from now the 
Luther’ League should have no less 
than 150,000 members. I am_ not 
dreaming.” 


Free subscristions 


A six-month free subscription to 
Luther Life will be given to any 
young member of a “displaced per- 
sons” family, the presidents learned. 
(Limit of one subscription to a fam- 
ily.) 

The young DP may apply himself. 
Or his name may be submitted by his 
pastor or his local Luther League. 

At the meeting Editor John Man- 
gum announced that any state or syn- 
odical league may get special rates 
for both Luther Life and High Ideals. 
Only requirement is to follow the pre- 
scribed plan of promotion. 


2,000 attend rallies 


More than 2,000 attended Thanks- 
giving rallies throughout the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania, Nov. 21. 

Danville Conference emphasized 
the 1951 LLA convention at a dinner 
before its meeting. Introduced was a 
new song, “On to Iowa,” written by 
the Rev. Robert Neumyer, Williams- 
port. 
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SNOWBOUND at Wittenberg College for 
two days after the conference of presi 
dents, Executive Secretary Leslie Conrad 
Jr., center, raided the divinity school refec- 
tory and turned chef for the other stranded 
leaguers. Wendy Mathews, president o' 
the Illinois Luther League, supervises, while 
Philip Lambdin, seminary student, stirs the 
beans. 


Largest attendance—464—was at the 
Lancaster Conference. Offering went 
to the Hawaiian missionary project 
Special guests were all confirmatior 
classes. 

Every year Norristown Conference 
holds a “Holiday Frolic” while stu 
‘dents are at home for the Christma: 
holidays. This time it was in the 
Collegeville-Trappe High School. 

Records were broken when 216 at 
tended the fall convention of the 
Philadelphia District, Central Penr 
Synod. 
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make mine 


PAINTING is a flat rectangular 
A piece of paper, board or canvas 

decorated by a human being. 
It may thrill people through the ages, 
or it may confuse them. 

The confusion often results because 
people do not approach a painting 
with the right outlook. An individual 
should judge a painting only after 
understanding its actual nature. 

A painting may be of two types: An 
illustration or a work of fine art. Both 
are created with certain aims in mind. 
But the aims of the two are not the 
same. The qualities that make a suc- 
cessful illustration are not the same as 
those that make a beautiful work of 
fine art. 

An illustration should attract atten- 
tion. It should carry a message. Its 
job is to depict a scene realistically. 
These qualities are the measure of its 
success. By these it should be judged. 

But these are not the qualities by 


which a work of fine art should be 


By Charles Rhyne 
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judged. After attracting attention, an 
artistic painting should provide in- 
creasing interest. Most important, it 
should contain beautiful plastic quali- 
ties. These determine its true worth. 


The combination of plastic qualities 
—line, area, mass and volume, space 
and movement, light-dark, color and 
texture—makes the painting individual- 
istic. A lifetime is necessary to under- 
stand these fully, but a superficial un- 
derstanding of them can help anyone 
appreciate paintings. 


A SketcH is a quick drawing or 
painting. It may be a work of fine art 
or it may be a preliminary study for 
a future project. 

The sketch accompanying this ar- 
ticle records the thrills and important 
relationships that attracted the eye 
to a certain scene. There was no time 
for concern over details. Later the 
kinks could be worked out. Concern 
over minute relationships would have 
ruined the spontaniety of the sketch. 
The initial impressions had to be cap- 
tured. 


This particular sketch was prompted 
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by a scene on a lake in northern Ver- 
mont. The surface on which it was 
drawn was 14 by 18 ‘inches. A san- 
guine stick was used to draw the 
picture. India ink lines were put in 
at the last for emphasis and clarity. 

As is always true around water, the 
textural contrasts in the scene were 
very attractive. Most important ele- 
ments in these contrasts were the peb- 
bles on the beach, the reeds in the 
lake in the distance, and the ripples 
of water in the foreground. 

The jagged form in the upper right 
hand quarter of the sketch is the cen- 
ter of interest for several reasons. 


Ten 


Many of the important lines lead to 
this point. A large oval, formed by 
the curving line in the sky which 
bends down on the right side of the 
sketch, and the form drawn from a 
boat center around this point, In ad- 
dition, the jagged outline is in con- 
trast to the other forms in the sketch. 

The different types of evergreens 
and shrubbery on the far shore made 
this section extremely fascinating. 
These prompted the varied shapes to-. 
ward the center of the sketch. 

Work was done in the early morn- 
ing when the sun was just above the: 
distant mountain. Although the sun, 
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was not in the picture, the shadows 
and rays which it cast lent many lines 
‘0 the composition. 

Copying reality is not the artist’s 
1im. He must be selective. If things in 
the scene do not lend to the compo- 
sition, he must leave them out. When 
sertain forms which do not actually 
uppear in the scene would help the 
somposition, he must include them. 
The only thing that matters is the 
work of art. Its relationship to the 
scene from which it was taken is un- 
mportant. 

This process of choosing is respon- 
sible for the word “abstract” used to 
describe many paintings. “Abstract” 
somes from two Latin words meaning 
‘to draw from.” The artist looks at a 
scene and draws from it the forms 
which he feels will create a beautiful 
somposition. 


UNLIKE A SKETCH, a finished paint- 
ng is valuable only in itself. When it 
ss matted and framed it must fulfill 
the painter’s aims. This requires that 
ne repaint and repaint until he feels 
that the plastic art qualities are con- 
vincing. 

The painting on page 12 was done 
ourely with fine art aims in mind. 
The painting was changed time after 
iime in order to find the relationships 
Jesired. 

' The size of the working surface 
vas 19 by 26 inches. The picture 
Was painted in an opaque, water color 
nedium known as gouche. White 
sasein paint was mixed with transpar- 
ent water colors. This enabled the 
yainting of one color over another. 
f pure water color had been used, 
t would have been almost impossible 
10 paint a light color over a darker 
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one. This made possible a technique 
similar to that used with oil colors. 

A limited color scheme was em- 
ployed. In addition to the casein 
white, were varying hues of blue, 
green, and _ yellow. 

The white had to be toned down 
continually because it had a tendency 
to “pop out” of the picture. Although 
contrast is important, it must be in 
relation to the painting as a whole. 
When one color becomes overpower- 
ing the other colors lose all their 
feeling. 

Also of concern was textural inter- 
est. Although most of the areas are 
rather flat, the opaque medium per- 
mitted various contrasts. Sometimes 
the paint was scrubbed on roughly. 
At other times it was painted on 
smoothly. In some places it was spread 
thickly. At others thin washes were 
glazed over the area. The wiry effect 
of the lines against the flat areas also 
added textural contrast. 


Cover Picture 

The versatile, 18-year-old author of 
this article is pictured on the cover of 
this month’s LUTHER LIFE engaged in 
one of his many activities. At Central 
High School, Philadelphia, Pa., he was 
a varsity player on the baseball squad 
and 'the track team. The picture was 
snapped at an inter-church basket- 
ball tournament in Chestnut Hill, Pa. 


After turning down several oppor- 
tunities to enter art school last fall, 
Charles enrolled at Wittenberg Col- 
lege. He painted both the illustrations 
used with this article. 
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The heavy line toward the center 
serves as the point of greatest interest. 
It also gives a little lateral motion 
where it is most needed. 

While a painting should be con- 
structed about a center of interest, it 


should also have continual motion 
throughout. This motion should carry 
the eye over the entire painting so 
that one may experience everything 
the painting has to offer. 

In this movement, the artist must 
be careful not to carry the eye out of 
the picture. The ovals, which provide 
much of this movement, help keep the 
eye in the picture. Line, on the other 
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hand, presents a distinct problem. The 
eye always follows the direction of a 
line, and would follow it right out of 
the picture if it were not opposed. 
Several ways of opposing motior 
were used in this painting. The ovals 
are employed to curve the eye bach 
into the picture. A more abrupt wa} 
is to oppose line with line. The hori 
zontal lines converge on each othe: 
on the right side. In order to preven 
the eye from shooting right out of if 
picture a strong line was placed al 
most at right angles to these converg 
ing horizontals. The eye bounce 
against this line back into the pictur 
= | 
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Toward the right side of the base 
the movement is particularly swift be- 
cause the horizontals converge faster. 
A shorter vertical was placed here for 
extra opposition. 

A third means. of opposition is the 
use of light-dark and color patterns. 
The eye tends to associate and follow 
similar things. In the left side of the 
picture the eye follows the dark tri- 
angular shapes. In the lower right, 
the eye follows the light curved 
shapes. All these methods are used to 
carry the observer’s eye along a plan- 
ned path of movement. 

The many possibilities for tension 
in this painting also were of interest. 


Write the State Department 


Want to tell the government off? 
Zveryone does sometimes. But it’s 
aard to know whom to write. 

The Department of State, Washing- 
‘on, D. C., welcomes letters from 
church people and church organiza- 
ions. In fact, so many church people 
ue eager to voice their opinions on 
vhat’s going on between the United 
‘tates and the rest of the world that 
special office to handle matters deal- 
ag directly with churches has been 
‘et up in the State Department’s di- 
lision of public liaison. 

_ Head of the office is layman Harry 
. Seamans, former Christian Asso- 
iations secretary at State College, Pa. 

Address letters to him, please. He’ll 
se that your opinion gets to its desti- 
ation quickly. He'll get in touch with 
ae proper authority to answer your 
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Tensions are established by things like 
unequal weight and length pulling 
against each other. The artist strives 
to make distance unequal, yet retain 
overall balance. Such division is no- 
ticeable along the four edges of this 
painting. 

This type of painting is commonly 
referred to as non-objective. This does 
not mean the painting was done with- 
out aim. The object, as in any work of 
fine art, is to have beautiful plastic 
qualities. The term “non-objective” 
means that the painting has no sub- 
ject matter. There is no representation 
to confuse an observer. The painting 
is concerned entirely with pure art. 


questions. Not only that, Mr. Sea- 
mans will send information regarding 
State Department matters to your or- 
ganization if you request it. 


The sky’s the limit 


Ho, hum, let’s see. Seventy-five 
cents an hour now for baby sitting. A 
dollar and a half in 1980. Not bad at 
all. 


In thirty years‘young people will be. 
earning double per hour what is paid 
now. That, provided production per 
manhour keeps rising in the future 
as it has in the past. 

This conclusion as to the future 
state of the average employee's in- 
come comes from an analysis of past 
and future prospects of raising the 
American worker's standard of liv- 
ing. It was published by the Com- 
mittee for Economic Development. 


Thirteen 


F YOU are an alert young person, 

i looking out squarely at the gloomy 
facts of world-wide unrest plus 

daily hints and possibilities of ter- 
rible atomic wars between powerful 
nations, surely you must have periods 
of dark fear and secret dishearten- 
ment. 

Added to these worrysome problems 
of the outside world are the family 
household troubles that burden many 
girls and boys in every neighborhood. 
In many families, dollars just will not 
stretch far enough to cover bare es- 
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BY JOHN E. CRAWFORD 
a % 
What's 


WAR 


Doing To You 
>. 


sentials without constant scraping ant 
pinching at every turn. Bills pile uy 
and threaten. Tempers that may neve 
have been really mild now becom 
hair-trigger touchy. | 

The flood of new UMT rules an 
regulations are the sub-topic of nearl 
every corner gab-session between se 
enteen-to-twenty-fives—especially th 
male crowd. Whatever glamor ma 
once have been mixed with militar 
service is now tinged with battle cas 
ualty lists and grim statistics of a 
out warfare where men sometim 
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are less valuable than armor. 


These days there is little “idle chat- 
ter’ about what war might bring us, 
as a nation or as individuals. Most 
people are fully aware of what it 
would bring. Frankly, war’s pressures 
and stresses may side-track some of 
your most cherished hopes and plans 
for a long time. You may even have 
concluded that for you the future is 
very stormy, never again calm and 
certain. 

For anyone caught in this modern 
psychological heartcrusher, words like 
courage ‘and balance may “seem just 
so much drivel and nonsense. 


Some teens, feeling mercilessly 
caught between grim forces outside 
and inside their homes, are tempted 
to toss aside any intelligent plans and 
aspirations and try to cram years of 
living into a few hours or weeks—in 
short, to live all of life in a hurry be- 
fore everything blows up and it is 
too late. 


There is nothing new about that 
temptation. It is as ancient as man- 
kind. But just now, in the murky fog 
of intrigue and war and rumors of 
more terrible wars, the idea to grab- 
your-fun-wherever- you-can-find-it is 
rampant in many a town all across the 
country. In anxious days like these 
that grab-itnow feeling races among 
young people like fire through a dry 
wheat field on a very windy day. 

Lately nearly everywhere I go 
among young people I am pressed for 
answers to such stumpers as _ these: 

“Will hard study for that special 
job I have so long hoped to gain 
someday really be worth the effort— 
or should I take any old job I can 
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find now and spend my cash having 
all the fun I can while there’s still 
time?” 

“Should we marry now, even 
though we're not at all sure we’d be 
happy long—or should we wait and 
plan it out, as our families seem to 
think is best in our case?” 


“What’s the sense of playing the 
game fair, especially when we know 
a lot of people who are getting all 
the things they seem to want by 
crooked means. If war catches up to 
us, what difference will playing fair 
now make? Who remembers if you 
were honest or not?” 


Perhaps you have overheard such 
puzzlers as. that, in a bull-session here 
or there. Perhaps you have wondered 
about the same ideas yourself, after 
glancing over the morning news from 
home town and abroad, or listening 
to the latest radiocast on world af- 
fairs and our prospects for general 
trouble. . 


At the moment of such a question, 
little could be said that would com- 
pletely quell your deeper fears and 
renew steady courage. But for quieter 
minutes, perhaps as you walk home 
from school with a close pal, or when 
you are getting ready for bed at night, 
there are several steadying direction- 
pointers that will keep you thinking 
straight. 


What can young people 
plan about marriage and 
vocations in days when the 


future is a forbidding wall ? 
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After you have read this article, 
clip out the printer's box of five di- 
rection-pointers. Tack it up someplace 
in your room, where you can quietly 
review it to your heart whenever you 
are discouraged and doubtful about 
the right road ahead for you. 


Are you wondering, for example, whether 
to go ahead with your school plans, 
or what work to prepare yourself. to 
enter? , . 


First of all, do not hopelessly give 
up your top educational and vocation- 
al plans, but wisely examine those 
plans now to be as sure as you can 
that they are very practical for you. 


Suppose you have been planning 
on a career in auto-mechanics, and 
have been studying hard such things 
as carburetion, ignition, high compres- 
sion, and all that. Well, keep going! 
Even speed up, if possible, in the 
course. Buckle all your brain-power 
to the task of-getting as much techni- 
cal training as you can. That knowl- 
edge and skill will always be adapt- 
able to scores of important jobs, come 
war or peace or any emergency. If 
you are fairly sure your chosen career 
is the right one for you and you 
already have been getting along well 
in it, by all means keep going! 

On the other hand, if you are not 
yet fairly certain what you are well 
suited to do in life, or what work 
you greatly desire to do, lose no time 
in seeking wise guidance to find out 
the answers to these big questions. 
Look around town at all the jobs there 
are that might interest you, or seem to 
attract you. Talk to men and women 
who are in the kind of work you 
think you would like to enter. Ask 
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the counsel of your guidance teacher 
in school. Quiz yourself earnestly, 
about what job seems most likely to 
fit your real abilities and interests. 


Lay your vocational plans carefully, 
prayerfully. Stick by those plans, 
though you may have to change de- 
tails here and there as you advance. 
Be an energetic go-getter, not a lie- 
back-and-waiter! : 

That same. kind of determined dig- 
ging will bring up practical answers 
to such problems as “what college 
when?”—and whether you really want 
to go to college and will work hard 
enough to make it pay. You are the 
only one who knows actually what 
you want and how much you want it. 
You can figure out the details to these 
puzzles if you face squarely all the 
facts and build on them only. 

Each of us can greatly benefit by 
special training. But that training 
must fit your own special aptitudes 
and drives, or else it is largely wasted 
effort and time and money. 

The “right field” for one person 
may very well be drafting, or person- 
nel administration, or farming. For 
another, teaching first grade or nurs- 
ing might be “the” job. These are 
days when every citizen must become 
as well trained as possible in the 
field of work in which he or she can 
contribute most to our community and 
national welfare. 

Do not stand idly by, waiting dully 
for the right job to come to you by 
some magic circumstance. It may 
never find you in a hundred years. 
Go find it for yourself! 


Would you like to get along better with- 
in your family circle, yet not have to 
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DIRECTION-POINTERS for troublesome times: 

1. THIS IS GOD’S UNIVERSE. By infinite intelligence and power he created 
it. All its laws are in accord with his design. | will try to understand 
the natural laws of the world, and live as wisely by them as | can. 
That way | will best be trusting God’s wisdom. 


2. GOD COUNTS US HIS PEOPLE, 


for he made us his own image. 


Understanding and affection are among the brightest messengers he 


sends to guide us toward his kingdom, even here on earth. 
trust God’s care and guidance. 


I will 


3. GOD HAS ENDOWED US WITH INTELLIGENCE sufficient to become his 
fellow-workers. We can build better lives for ourselves by carefully 


thinking and planning. 


| will try to benefit even by my own past 


mistakes, and when new difficulties baffle me, | will take time to think 
things out carefully before | rush into action. 

4. QUIET SINCERE PRAYER GREATLY HELPS US. Especially can it enable us 
to face squarely what must be faced. Through sincere prayer we can 
diminish anger and fear and useless worry, because we gain clearer 
self-insight, healthier self-understanding. For these things | will pray, 
especially when | am discouraged, and my Heavenly Father will hear 


and help me. 


5. WE NEVER STAND ALONE against distressing problems. There are al-. 
ways others who can understand and help by wise listening and 


counsel. 


| will not let my heart be overwhelmed by secret burdens 


that can be lightened by talking things out with someone who values 


me. | will never give up easily! 


give up all your own “individuality” to 
gain the happier relationships you de- 
SPE Foter es 


That is really a tough problem. But 
it can be solved if you are willing to 
think it through carefully. Many 
households are kept in nearly con- 
stant uproar by petty quarreling and 
bickering. 

Girls and boys who have wrangled 
out unhappy existences in families 
like that may not find it easy to 
change their own habits of “fighting 
at the drop of a feather” over any 
insignificant difference. But it can be 
done if you really want to change 
your part of the trouble. Many teen- 
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agers have changed themselves 
enough to become happier young 
people, even while still living in a 
house where other people have 
changed seemingly little. 

Look squarely at the problem, in 
your own case. Just what is the real 
trouble? Are you doing your share of 
the household chores—without being 
nagged to do them on time and as 
they ought to be done? Do you try 
to hold your tongue when you are 
angry or upset, or do you “let the 
other fellow have a large piece of 
your mind?” Do you frequently de- 
mand your own way just to prove you 
can get what you want? If you are 
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over twelve, it is about time you gave 
up some of the kiddish things you do 
—especially to gain a few of the big- 
ger things you really desire, such as 
more peace of mind and being con- 
sidered as a sensible person. 

It will amaze you to discover how 
a few changes in your own attitudes, 
for example, can eliminate many of 
the verbal battles that have been 
blasting chunks off everybody’s hearts 
and leaving slow-healing sore spots in 
your own personality. Even when you 
are absolutely certain your side is the 
only right side and everybody else 
is dead wrong in the argument, you 
can come out for better with a cool 
head than with a hot one! 

Stopping to realize how you might 
feel and act in the other fellow’s place 
—trying to understand why that per- 
son reacts in certain ways toward 
you—is a method of smoothing out 
many household tensions. There may 
be another angle to the tangle that 
you have béen totally blind about, or 
too stubborn to look at squarely. Talk- 
ing out these different points of view, 
for example, is surely more grown-up 
than obstinately defending what you 
feel are your “rights” in a situation 
over the other person’s “demands”. 

This new think-before-you-bicker 
attitude will be hard to put to work 
for you sometimes. The old habit 
of hit-’em-first-tell-’em-after may be 
difficult to restrain. But the most in- 
grained habit will respond finally to 
steady effort. Get outside help, if you 
think you need it, from an older per- 
son you can trust and who seems to 
value you enough to take time to lis- 
ten to your story. 

Even if your family circle does not 
change much, you can be a different 
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person yourself. You may have been 
born looking very much like your 
parents and your brothers and sisters, 
but you do not have to copy their 
behaviour faults! Small point by point, 
you can change your own outlook, 
your own attitudes, your own reac- 
tions. In the meantime, your whole 
family life will change at least a little 
for the good, because you are more 
grown-up emotionally. 


Are you doubting whether you should 
count on happy marriage and home life 
ahead for you? . 


If the future seems especially dark 
to you, in-terms of ever marrying and 
settling down to happy family living 
with someone you will dearly love, 
you are not alone in that feeling of 
uncertainty. The draft and universal 
military training laws are making 
many young hearts feel somewhat 
hopeless about wedding bells and 
orange blossoms and plans for a cot- 
tage on the lane. Present high costs 
of living rip more holes in those hopes, 
too, whenever you seriously add up 
the figures for rent, food, clothing, 
insurance and a little fun occasionally. 


Some couples these days facing that 
situation simply quit trying to plan 
sensibly to gain as much real happi- 
ness as possible for everybody con- 
cerned. One couple I heard about 
foolishly decided that “nothing would 
ever work out” for them anyway, and 
that actual marriage was forever be- 
yond them even though they were 
very much in love. In that gloomy 
mood they figured they would “try 
marriage without all the ceremony 
and the preacher”. That way, they 
thought, they could be happiest for 
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a short while—at least until the draft 
- picked up the boy and she went back 
to some job and forgot. 

You probably can guess how miser- 
ably that arrangement really turned 
out in a few weeks. They both learned 
that genuine contentment of heart 
never comes by any tricky arrange- 
ments, even though you think nobody 
else knows about your 
gloomy secrets. 

Young engaged couples - 
who face in grown-up fa- 
shion all the problems in- 
volved in attaining really 
happy marriage are always 
in better position to de- 
cide wisely whether to 
marry now—even in times 
—or to wait a while. 

Questions that ought to be an- 
swered clearly for both partners in- 
clude these: Are we mature enough 
to be well able to meet the usual dif- 
ficult places to be expected in our 
proposed marriage—for there will be 
‘some! Have we known each other 
long enough, do we understand our- 
selves fully enough to be really happy 
in the closer relationships of marriage 
and family living? Where will we 
live? Just how will we get along fi- 
nancially? 

These are pertinent points that 
ought to be discussed frankly before 
finally setting your Big Date. Happy 
marriage is just as possible now as 
it ever was, for the couples who use 
their heads and plan carefully. 

If you are really in doubt in your 
own case, have a confidential chat 
with your minister and one or two 
other older folks you trust and who 
value you. Talk the matter over open- 
ly with your parents, get their ideas, 


like these 
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Many a man in love 
with a dimple makes 
the mistake of marry- 
ing the whole girl.— 
Stephen Leacock. 


let them help you think carefully. 

Really happy marriage always has 
been well worth all the effort to at- 
tain it. It still is that way! 


Are you wondering if steady faith in God 
and trying to do the best you can still 
is sensible in hectic days like these may 
seem for you?... 

The same emphatic an- 
swer Yes comes from 
everyone who knows much 
about medicine, psychol- 
ogy, sociology, or religion. 
All real authorities in each 
of these important fields of 

—. understanding people as- 

sure us that the healthy 

kind of steady faith in God that keeps 

you striving daily to become right 

minded, fully grown-up men and wo- 

men is as necessary these days as 
anything we possess. 

For whatever strengthens us against 
foolish fear and brings at least an in- 
ner sense of calm and strength de- 
finitely increases our joys and deeper 
satisfactions in daily living. But more 
than that, it also definitely increases 
our courage and our chances for sur- 
vival in whatever emergencies may 
come. Quiet faith in God and his pur- 
poses for us, and daily trying to do 
our own best—24 hours at a stretch, 
if that is as much as we can manage 
at a time—is good for us physically 
as well as spiritually. 

Any doctor will tell you that your 
mind and body function in better har- 
mony when you maintain strong 
steady faith in God’s personal care 
and guidance through every day. 
That kind of faith enables countless 
men and women to do the best they 
can, even when things seem too tough 
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to take any longer. It is no miracle 
at all, but just a basic law of the spir- 
itual universe that your “daily best” 
plus steady faith in God is quite 
enough to make even very difficult 
problems work out fairly satisfactorily. 
Doing your best at a particular 
moment does not mean being super- 
perfect, or even “perfect”. It simply 
means that you keep trying to apply 
your intelligence as fully to the job 
to be accomplished as you can. You 
may blunder even while trying your 
best, yet that might be the best you 
could have done, at the time. Doing 
the best you can the next time will, 
of course, include sensibly profiting 
by those past blunders, and perhaps 
seeking wise help and counsel in 
avoiding them thereafter. 
Right-mindedness, as far as you 
can humanly attain it in everyday liv- 
ing, always pays high dividends. It 
goes a long way to free you from 
secret guilt, the secret poison damag- 
ing so many minds and hearts these 
days of make-your-own-rules attitudes 
and behavior. Feeling right with 
yourself actually spares you from 
many a headache, spell of depression, 
indigestion and a dozen other similar 
ailments. When you can face your- 
self squarely in your mental looking- 
glass and not be ashamed of what 
reflects there, you even feel better 
rested with the same amount of re- 
laxation and sleep that leaves more 


guilt-whipped minds and bodies still 
weary. 

Yes, healthy faith in the constant 
care and guidance of an all-wise and 
righteous God, and daily trying to do 
your daily best in life as far as you 
can, pays off for anyone, anywhere, 
all the time! 


LIVING NEVER was without trouble 
—at least outside Eden’s garden ‘way 
back ‘there in the ancient account. 
Every age has known its difficulties— 
and they seemed quite insurmount- 
able at the time to many people who 
faced them. 


But we have gained better toe- 
holds on certain facts in later cen- 
turies that can give us the courage 
and balance we need now to face new 
problems in our own days. Use these 
proven aids in your own life... 

Take a few minutes out of even the 
busiest rush and bustle, to refresh 
your heart with a short simple prayer 
that quietly acknowledges God’s pow- 
er, wisdom and fatherhood of us all. 

Let that frequent refreshing inter- 
val renew your self-insight, self-un- 
derstanding, self-acceptance. Let it 
bring you real confidence through 
healthy self-control. Let it steady you 


toward worth-while goals for your 
life. . 


You will find you have all the cour- 
age and balance living demands, if 
you follow these direction-pointers. 


Every once in a while the rumor flares up that Arthur Godfrey is dead 


. .. The last time . 


. . Godfrey, feeling mischievous . . 


. put in a call to 


Washington, roused his attorney, C. Leo DeOrsey, out of a sound sleep, and 
asked solemnly if he had heard the awful news about Godfrey. 


Quipped DeOrsey: “Yes, Arthur, | heard. Where are you calling 


from?”—Tide. 
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A One-Act Play 


BY BILL SMELTZ 


Characters 

Narrator: Male, dressed in plain 
white. 

Mary: A young woman, dressed in 
simple Hebrew fashion. 

ANGEL: Male, dressed in a sheer, 
_ plain white robe. A fine artificial snow 
material may be sprinkled lightly over 
the head and shoulders to give a 
dazzling effect. No halo or wings. 
May wear sandals. 

JosepH: A young man, bearded, 
wearing a plain, coarse robe, tied at 
the middle. May have a staff. 

ANGELS: (Manger scene) Males, 
they should not be as ostentatious as 
the messenger angel. 

- Ficure: A middle aged man, 
bearded, dressed in a dark robe to 
give silhouetted appearance. 

Men: Four men of various ages, 
bearded, also dressed in dark clothing. 

Woman: A young woman, attrac- 
‘tive, dressed with more ornamentation 
than Mary. 


Definitions 
Scrrmm—Fine, white mosquito net- 
ting stretched tightly across front of 
' stage. It remains there in place of cur- 


FEBRUARY, 1951 


T 


tains. 

Scrim Licuts—Strong lights in 
front of scrim. When scrim lights are 
up and footlights down, the stage is 
in darkness and movements behind 
the scrim cannot be seen by the au- 
dience. When scrim lights are down 
and footlights up, the stage is lighted 
and actions behind the scrim are clear- 
ly visible. 

Spotlight on narrator should be in 
front of the scrim. 


The Play 


(Scrim Lights On. Spotlight on Nar- 
rator.) 


Narrator: In the beginning, God 
created the heaven and the earth. The 
Lord God formed man of the dust of 


For use at Easter, this 
play was adapted from Han- 
del’s oratorio, ‘The Mes- 
siah.’ Either a choir or re- 
cordings may be used to 
provide the music. 
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the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul. And God took 
one of man’s ribs, and the rib made 
he a woman. God saw that it was 
good. 

(Fade in Overture to “The Messiah.”) 

But man left the ‘paths of God to 
walk in his own way. The law of 
God was broken; man merited naught 
but condemnation and death. But God 
was merciful for he sent his messen- 
ger, Isaiah, to his people, saying: 
(Scrim Lights Slowly Diminish: Foot- 

lights Up.) 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 
saith your God. Speak ye comfortably 
to Jerusalem, and cry unto her that 
her warfare is accomplished, that her 
iniquity is pardoned. The voice of 
him that crieth in the wilderness, pre- 
pare ye the way of the Lord, make 
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straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. 
(Fade Out Overture.) 

Every valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill made low; 
the crooked straight, and the rough 
places. plain. 

Puono: (Immediately.) Chorus: And 
the glory of the Lord shall be re- 
vealed, and all flesh shall see it to- 
gether: for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it. 

Narrator: Thus saith the Lord of 
Hosts: Yet once a little while and I 
will shake the heavens, and the earth, 
the sea, and the dry land. And I will 
shake all nations, and the desire of 
all nations shall come. The Lord, 
whom you seek, shall suddenly come 
to his temple, even the messenger of 
the covenant, whom ye: delight in. 
Behold, he shall come, saith the Lord 
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~ A TYPICAL PALESTINIAN SCENL— 


of Hosts. 
(Footlights Fade Out. Scrim Lights 

Up.) 

But who may abide the day of his 
coming? And who shall stand when 
he appeareth? For he is like a re- 
finer’s fire. 

And he shall purify the sons of 
Levi, that they may offer unto the 
Lord an offering in righteousness. 
(Annunciation. scene in place, before— 

Scrim lights out—foot lights on. 


Mary, R. of C., kneeling in atti- 


tude of meditation.) 

Puono: Behold, a virgin shall con- 
ceive, and bear a Son, (Angel enters 
L. ceiling spot on angel.) and shall 
call his name Immanuel: God with us. 
(Angel exits L. spot off.) 

Cuorus: Oh thou that tellest good 
tidings to Zion, get thee up into the 
high mountain: O thou that tellest 
good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up thy 
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voice with strength. Lift it up, be not 
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, 
Behold your God! Arise, shine, for 
thy light is come, 

(Mary rises joyfully and exits slowly 
R.) and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee. 

(Rapidly: Scrim lights up— —footlights 
off) 

Narrator: For behold, darkness 
shall cover the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the people. But the Lord shall 
rise upon thee, and his glory shall be 
seen upon thee. And the Gentiles 
shall come to thy light, and kings to 
the brightness of thy rising. 

The people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; and they that 
dwell in the land of the shadow of 


death, upon them hath the light 
shined. 
(Tableau: Manger C., Mary L. 


kneeling over manger, Joseph R., 
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on one knee, angel, U. R., angel, 
U. L. scrim lights off. Footlights 
on, ceiling spot on. Hold for:) 

Puono: Chorus; For unto us a 

Child is born, unto us a Son is given. 
And the government shall be upon 
his shoulder. And his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. 

(Scrim lights on. Foot and spot lights 

off.) 

Puono: “Pastoral Symphony.” (Tab- 
leau exeunt. Shepherds enter: 
Take places seated and kneeling, 
U. C., U. R. R. Fade out pastoral 
symphony. Blue flood lights on. 
Scrim lights fade out.) 


PuHono: There were shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flocks by night. 

And, lo! The angel of the Lord 
came upon them, Enter angel L. spot 
on.) and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them, and they were sore 
afraid. (Shepherds recoil in fright). 
And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. 

And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host (footlights on) praising God, and 
saying: (Shepherds bow down and 
shield their faces.) 

Glory to God in the highest, and 
peace on earth, good will towards 
men. 

(Scrim lights on. Spot, flood, foot 
lights off. Stage empty.) 


Narrator: Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion; Shout, O daughter 
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of Jerusalem. Behold, thy King com- 


eth unto thee. He is the righteous 


Saviour, and he shall speak peace unto 
the heathen. 
Then shall the eyes of the blind be 


. opened, and the ears of the deaf un- 


stopped. Then shall the lame man 
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb shall sing. 

He shall feed his flock like a shen- 
herd; and he shall gather the lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his 
bosom, and gently lead those that 
are with young. 

Come unto him, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and he will give 
you rest. Take his yoke upon you, 
and learn of him; for he is meek and 
lowly of heart; and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls. His yoke is easy, and 
his burden is light. 

Puono: (During chorus, slowly— 
diminish scrim lights, bring up 
footlights so that a figure of a man 
may just be discerned.) 

Chorus: Behold the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sins of the world. 
(Figure is seated, slumped, C. remains 
motionless.) 

Narrator: He was despised and 
rejected of men: A man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief. He gave 
his back to the smiters, and his cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair. He 
hid not his face from shame and spit- 
ting. 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows. He was 
bruised for our iniquities. The chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon him. 
And with his stripes we are healed. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned everyone to his own 
way; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us-all. 
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(Enter: Men, L. Pantomime spitting, 
striking, jeering, during next nar- 
ration.) 

All they that see him laugh him 
to scorn. They shoot out their lips 
and shake their heads, saying: 

He trusted in God that he would 
deliver him. Let him deliver him, if 
he delight in him. 

Thy rebuke hath broken his heart; 
he is full of heaviness. He looked for 
some to have pity on him, (figure 
stands), but there was no 
man; (men exit, R., figure 
sits. Footlights out. Figure 
exits. Scrim lights up. 
Place three crosses on 
hill.) neither found he any 
to comfort him. 

Behold, and see if there 
be any sorrow like unto his sorrow. 
_(Scrim lights out—blue floods on.) 

_ Narrator: He was cut off out of 

the land of the living; for the trans- 

gressions of thy people was he 
stricken. 

But thou didst not leave his soul in 

hell; nor didst thou suffer thy Holy 

One to see corruption. 

Puono: (Footlights full—ceiling spot 
on.) Chorus: Lift up your heads, O 
ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye ever- 
lasting doors; and the King of glory 
shall come in. Who is this King of 
glory? The Lord strong and mighty, 
the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up 
your heads, O ye gates; and be ye 
lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the 
King of glory shall come in. Who is 
this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, 
he is the King of glory. (Lights out— 
scrim lights up. Take crosses away. 
Place Easter lilies around back of 
stage.) 

Narrator: Let all the angels of 
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My chief concern is 
the youth of the church. 
—Martin Luther 


God worship Him! (Pause) 

The Lord gave the word; great was 
the company of the preachers. How 
beautiful are the feet of them that 
preach the gospel of peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good things. 

Their sound is gone out into all 
lands, and their words unto the ends 
of the world. 

Why do the nations so- furiously 
rage together? And why do the peo- 
ple imagine a vain thing? The kings 
of the earth rise up, and 
the rulers take counsel to- 
gether against the Lord 
and against his Anointed. 

Let us break their bonds 
asunder, and cast away 
their yokes from us. 

He that dwelleth in hea- 
ven shall laugh them to scorn; the 
Lord shall have them in derision. 

Hallelujah! For the Lord God omni- 
potent reigneth! (footlights and spot 
on—scrim lights off) 

Puono: Chorus: “Hallelujah Chorus.” 


Woman: (Enters, R., beholds flow- 
ers, faces audience.) 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth. And though 
worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God. For now is 
Christ risen from the dead, the first- 
fruits of them that sleep. (Scrim lights 
up—foot and spot lights off. Woman 
exits.) 

Narrator: Since by man came 
death, by man came also the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. 


Puono: Behold, I tell you a my- 
stery; We shall not all sleep; but we 
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shall all be changed, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. 

The trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall all be changed. For this cor- 
ruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality. 


Narrator: Then shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written: 
Death is swallowed up in victory. 

Oh death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory? The sting 
of death is sin, and the strength of 
sin is the law. 

But thanks be to God, who giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

ANGEL: (Scrim lights out—ceiling 
spot only, on angel—arms upraised in 
benediction, C.) 

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great 
multitude, which no man could num- 
ber, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their 
hands; and cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb. 


And all the angels stood round 
about the throne, and about the el- 
ders and the four beasts, and fell be- 
fore the throne on their faces, and 
worshipped God, saying, Amen:, 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honor, and power, 
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and might, be unto our God for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

And one of the elders answered, 
saying unto me, What are these which 
are arrayed in white robes, and 
whence came they? 

And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. 

And he said to me, these are they 
which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
throne of God, and serve him day and 
night in his temple: and he that sit- 
teth on the throne shall dwell among 
them. 

They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat. For the 
Lamb which is in midst of the throne 
shall feed them, and shall lead them 
into living fountains of waters: and 
God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes. : 

(Angel lowers arms. Stands erect, face 
upward for:) 

Puono: Chorus: Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain, and hath re- 
deemed us to God by his blood, to 
receive power, and riches, and wis- 
dom, and strength, and honor, and 
glory, and blessing. 

Blessing and honor, glory and pow- 
er, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
and ever. 

(Spot light out—scrim 
House lights.) 


lights on.— 


Don’t strut. The fact that you have a certain title or position does not 
prove anything except that maybe in selecting you somebody made a mis- 
take that will be rectified later.—John Temple. 
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WEA 


to a sugary tune appeared for a 
time amid the novelties and 
_schmalz of the popular music, pro- 
grams. “Our Lady of Fatima” prob- 
ably suggested to many a cigarette 
rather than a saint. To the average 
' Protestant its ideas and atmosphere 
were utterly foreign, if not repulsive. 
Nevertheless it “clicked” with multi- 


ie FALL a mawkish little prayer 


tudes who never see the inside of a’ 


church. Why? Largely because it was 
a prayer. 

Check with your friends and you'll 
probably find that most of them say 
they believe in prayer. But go a step 

' farther and try to find out about their 
practice of prayer. Many an honest 
Christian will confess that though he 
believes in prayer theoretically he has 
succumbed to hindrances and difficul- 
ties which have all but banished its 
practice from his life. Perhaps this 
is your situation. Let’s look at some 
of these difficulties. 
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lights to prayer 


Reginald Dietz hits back at those 
obstacles to a successful 
prayer life 


First, FOR YOUNG PEOPLE probably 
are those hindrances which arise out 
of our inexperience and ignorance. 
Many of us simply do not know how 
to pray or when. Perhaps as children 
we learned some simple forms but 
as we got older and became ac- 
quainted with the stately prayers of 
the church or listened to the preach- 
er’s ready extemporizing we began to 
wonder about our own speaking with 
God. Lacking what seem to be suit- 
able words we fall silent. 

Even in our private and silent pray- 
ing we are likely to be embarrassed 
by the subject of prayer. We begin to 
realize that in our petitions some sub- 
jects are more suitable than others 
but we hardly know how to distin- 
guish. We have half-formed longings 
and impulses. down in our hearts, but 
when our heads are bowed and our 
thoughts turn upward how do we 
make them articulate? 

When you are trying to learn how 
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to swim and get into difficulties the 
answer is not to give up but to work 
more diligently and intelligently until 
the skill is learned. So with prayer. 
Turn to the masters of prayer. Try 
to learn from their proficiency. Read 
repeatedly—and more carefully than 
you usually do—some of the noble col- 
lects in the Common Service Book 
(i.e. p. 95, 241). These are dignified 
classics. Or use the prayers in the 
Christian Youth Hymnal (pp. 3861- 
382) as a part of your own devotions. 
In this collection and in books like 
John Baillie’s A Diary of Private 
Prayer are fitting ideas expressed in a 
language closer to our everyday 
speech. 

Of still greater importance than all 
this is the observation that prayer is 
more than language, however beauti- 
ful. Prayer is communion with God. 
And while most of us would like the 
prayers which fall on human ears to 
be pleasing and appropriate, no such 
concern need ever trouble our per- 
sonal relationship with the heavenly 
Father. Deep in your heart the lan- 
guage (if indeed there is a language) 
may be crude and halting. Your ideas 
may seldom find careful expression. 
But this is no cause for embarrass- 
ment. The important thing is that you 
thus seek fellowship with God. Devo- 
tion does not depend on grammar. It 
depends only on your deep yearning 
to speak with God and learn his will. 


A sECOND GRouP of hindrances in 
prayer arise from our natures. These 
are the difficulties resulting from our 
“busyness”, our waywardness of mind, 
and our “dryness.” Frequently we are 
too busy (we say) to pray. Even five 
minutes a day seems like an impos- 
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sibility when so many interests crowd 
our schedules. Necessary and im- 
portant activities come first! 

Particularly disconcerting is our 
waywardness of mind. Perhaps we 
do try to pray. In the presence of 
some great need we try to turn our 
thoughts toward God. Yet almost be- 
fore we realize it our minds are wan- 
dering elsewhere and prayer has van- 
ished. With the best intentions in the 
world we are often as helpless as a 
rider on a run-away horse. 

Then there is our “dryness”. Per- 
haps some young people have a bit 
of success in prayer and manage to 
develop a regular practice of devo- 
tions—only to discover that nothing 
happens. The lift is gone. What 
started out to be a happy and re- 
warding experience has become just 
a routine habit, apparently without 
life, inspiration, or profit. Prayer falls 
fruitlessly from a barren and un- 
kindled spirit. 

Now these are difficulties which 
have beset earnest hearts in every 
age. The medieval monks recognized 
“dryness” as a kind of occupational 
disease. Martin Luther sometimes had 
trouble finding time for prayer and 
often complained about the distrac- 
tions of the devil. 

For such problems there are no 
easy answers. They make it clear that 
he who would learn to pray must pay 
at least the price demanded for mas- 
tery in every other art—discipline and 
persistence. To us who are ac- 
customed to self-indulgence and easy 
living this may seem too costly. But 
if making the grade in school is worth 
the discipline of study, and if mak- 
ing the team is worth the usual self- 
control and practice, then making 
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friends with God is worth persistent 
effort and such self-control as is 
needed to take time for him and to 
direct our minds even when our spir- 
its seem dull and very unreligious. 

At the same time we must not over- 
look difficulties in prayer which arise 
not simply because our natures are 
human but also because they are un- 
charitable and unchristian. Isaiah put 
it bluntly to his contemporaries: 
“Your iniquities have separated be- 
tween you and your God, and your 
sins have hid his face from you” 
(59:2), and Jesus stated the positive 
side when he said, “Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God” 
(Matthew 5:8). A young person can- 
not habitually harbor evil attitudes, 
mean, perverse thoughts, 
coarse and unchaste ideas, 
and expect suddenly to 
shift to the pure and noble the 
experience of prayer. Ha- 
tred clips the wings of 
prayer. The guilty but un- 
repentant king in Hamlet 
kneels at the altar to pray 
but Shakespeare has him 
say as he arises, 


“My words fly up, my thoughts re- 
main below. 

Words without thoughts never to 
heaven go.” 


So our self-centeredness, our preju- 
dice, our animosity and vulgarity, our 
ill-will and spite all keep our thoughts 
below and tum our prayers into 
little more than wingless words. 

The answer to this problem is ob- 
vious, though success will not come 
easily. Fellowship with God in prayer 
always requires the discipline of a 
contrite heart and a changed life. 
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Much praying is like 
little girl's, 
Lord, fix it so that 9 
times 7 is 56 so | won’t 
get zero on my arith- 
metic paper.” 


This does not mean that only the 
saints can pray. It does mean that 
only those who are humble enough to 
confess and honest enough to feel 
sorry will enter into God’s presence in 
any full and satisfying measure. 


A THIRD MAJOR HINDRANCE to pray- 
er arises from our ideas. If prayer is 
communion with God then effective 
prayer will certainly involve a pretty 
vivid consciousness of a Presence. 
You don’t have fellowship by yourself. 
Many a young man or woman today 
believes that God exists and may hon- 
estly desire to speak with him—but 
finds his efforts stymied by scientific 
dogmas and our practical materialism. 
Instead of conversing with an abiding 
Friend he feels he has 
been speaking in the dark 
—to nobody. 

This difficulty is, on the 
one hand, the product of 
our “realism”. We live in a 
culture which for genera- 
tions has focused its atten- 
tion upon things—their na- 
ture, manipulation, and 
control. In much of our daily life we 
deal with tangibles; it’s easy to lose 
all sense of the reality of intangibles. 
In consequence God seems remote, 
abstract, and unreal. 

“Behold, I go forward, but he is not 
there; 
And backward, but I cannot per- 

ceive him.” (Job 23:8) 

The effort to reach him in prayer 
must overcome at the outset an enor- 
mous barrier. 

Moreover this handicap is com- 
pounded for some of us by scientific 
dogmas which, if they do not rule 
God out entirely, at least relegate him 


“Oh, 
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to an inconsequential place in the uni- 
verse. A young person who has im- 
plicit faith in an iron-clad sequence of 
cause and effect is likely to doubt al- 
together the possibility of prayer mak- 
ing any difference. Why ask God to 
do things we know he can’t do? 


Here again the answer is. obvious, 
but the solution is not simple. Actu- 
ally a world-view which ignores spir- 
itual realities and banishes God to 
the fringes is quite “unrealistic”. 
There is,no opportunity here to say 
more than that a spiritual conception 
of our universe is entirely compatible 
with a scientific approach to nature. 
As a matter of fact, top-ranking sci- 
entists are now among the first to 
acknowledge that behind the forces 
of nature are purpose and plan and 
personality. Only a blind, narrow, 
and, today, somewhat antiquarian 
science poses any obstacle to prayer. 


THEIR EXPERIENCE is a_ fourth 
source of difficulty in the prayer life 
of young people. In moments of des- 
perate urgency many a youth has 
prayed—or tried to pray—and received 
no answer. Or so it seemed. Even 
those who make no habit of prayer 
will in times of danger or need or 
pain seek God’s help. Yet the favor 
so eagerly, deeply desired has not 
been forthcoming. So then, why pray? 


Abandoning prayer for such a rea- 
son is just one more evidence of our 
human presumption. Only the most 
spoiled and self-centered child of ut- 
terly indulgent parents expects always 
to have his requests granted. God 
indeed always does answer every 
honest prayer of his children. Both 
faith and persistence (Luke 11:5-8; 
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18:1), however, are necessary. Some- 
times the answer is “Yes’—and we 
rejoice, though not always do we ex- 
press gratitude. Sometimes the an- 
swer is “No’—as it must be when 
children of limited wisdom and faulty 
good-will petition the God and Father 
of us all. Sometimes the answer is 
“Wait”—as it must be if sturdy char- 
acter is to be formed and God’s will 
accomplished not only for us but in 
us. 


The problem is that we fail to un- 
derstand prayer. Too often we regard 
it as a kind of spiritual vending ma- 
chine where you drop a_ nickel in, 
push a plug, and get a candy bar. 
Instead prayer is a fellowship between 
man and God. Our petitions, like 
those of Jesus, must ever be measured 
by the will of God. And if, so meas- 
ured, they must be denied, we will 
discover that he still answers the pe- 
titioner. If God in his love and wis- 
dom cannot always grant our prayers, 
he is yet the abiding and ever-present 
Friend of the pray-er. 


A FIFTH souRCE of difficulty in 
prayer is the neighbors. This is likely 
to be especially true for young people, 
who, as a whole, are more sensitive 
to group opinion and social pressure. 
Its immediate form is ridicule and 
scoffing. A young person who custom- 
arily prays before going to bed sud- 
denly finds himself in a cabin with 
others at a summer camp. What then? 
It is true that God does not expect 
or even desire us to parade our piety. 
But, on the other hand, is prayer 
something to be ashamed of? Habits 
of prayer in the lives of many a youth 
have been destroyed by the fear of 
group ridicule, of being conspicuous. 
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But this is only a minor and imme- 
diate aspect of the larger problem 
created by the atmosphere of our day. 
We live in an essentially pagan, sec- 
ular world. The majority of our con- 
temporaries have little concern for 
God and his will. The whole tone of 
our life does not accord much place 
to such things as prayer. It is diffi- 
cult to cultivate a practice which is 
generally regarded as having little 
significance. Many of us gradually 
succumb to the prevailing spirit and 
forsake the devoted practice of God’s 
presence. One of the hindrances to a 
young person’s prayer life today is 
a world which does not actually be- 
lieve in prayer. 


The answer, of course, is a sturdy 
faith. Christian young people have to 
recognize their minority position in 
modern life. More than ever they 
must know what their faith is about. 
It is increasingly difficult—if indeed it 
ever was possible—to drift into Chris- 
tian habits. They have to be chosen 
consciously and deliberately and then 
carefully maintained. Young people 
who “believe that Jesus Christ, begot- 
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ten of the Father from eternity, and 
also true man, born of the Virgin 
Mary is my Lord” will happily and 
readily take time for fellowship with 
him in prayer—no matter what “the 
others” say. 


THESE ARE HINDRANCES to prayer— 
not all of them surely, and perhaps 
not even the most important ones for 
you. Whatever your problems, how- 
ever, above everything else do not 
cease to pray. 

A famous ancient puzzle points out 
that if Achilles and the tortoise were 
to have a race in which the tortoise 
had a lead, Achilles could never catch 
up with him. While Achilles ran to 
the point from which the tortoise 
started, the tortoise would get another 
start—and so on continually. Diogenes 
replied by showing that the tortoise 
could be overtaken. “Solvitur ambu- 
lando”—that is, the answer lies in do- 
ing it. 

So the answer to most of our prob- 
lems in prayer is prayer. The answer 
lies in doing it. “More things are 
wrought by prayer than this world 
dreams of.” 


(Taken from grade-school examination papers.) 


“A synonym is a word used when you don’t know how to spell the 


one you first thought of.” 


“Quinine is the bark of a tree. Canine is the bark of a dog.” 

“A grass widow is the wife of a dead vegetarian.” 

“The people in Iceland are called Equinoxes.” 

“In 1620, the Pilgrims crossed the ocean. This is known as the Pil- 


grim’s Progress.” 
“Joan of Arc was Noah's wife.” 
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found nap time to be a wasteful 

invention. Today the half hour 
seemed unusually long. So Jimmy 
called to his five-year-old sister and 
said, “Joan, get me out of here and 
I'll let you ride my new bike”. 

Joan was happy as she accepted 
this invitation to assist in the escape. 
She had been trying for weeks to get 
Jimmy to let her ride his new bike. 
Here was an offer that would make 
Jimmy pay off. 

In the-brother-and-sister world such 
bribing and bargaining is bound to 
occur. I guess it is rather harmless, 
too. But as Jimmy grew older he 
found that a “bribe” would often get 
him things which normally were not 
possible for him to have. 

Perhaps these experiences led Jim 
to believe that God, too, had to be 
bribed once in awhile. 


(ss any little boy of three, Jimmy 


Ir coutp BE that this “bribe” idea 
was in Jim’s mind that day in South 
Korea. Only now Jim was no longer 
a little boy of three; he was 19. And 
he wasn’t just trapped in his own 
room at naptime; he was behind the 
lines in enemy territory. He wasn’t 
just talking to his big sister in the next 
room; he was talking to God. 

But the request sounded exactly 
the same as the one he had made to 
his sister sixteen years before. This is 
what Jim prayed: “Oh God, these 
tanks are getting mighty close. If 
you've ever done anything, please do 
it now. If you get me out of this alive 
I promise never to miss church again 
as long as I live. And I'll read the 
Bible every day, too!” 

Jimmy is still a three-year-old, 
isnt he? At least as far as his prayer 
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life is concerned. He hasn’t grown up 
in his relationship to God. He doesn’t 
know that you don’t have to make a 
“deal” with God in order to get him 
to listen to your prayers. 

Perhaps one reason why Jimmy 
hasn't grown up in his prayer life is 
because he doesn’t know the real 
meaning of prayer. Jimmy still thinks 
in terms of “making a deal” or “of- 
fering a bribe” to get what he wants. 

Do you know why Jim prayed the 
words “If you've ever done anything 


-before, do it now”? Because he wasn’t 


sure whether God had ever done any- 
thing or not. When Jimmy was five 
didn’t he ask God for a baby brother, 
but get a sister instead? At twelve, 
hadn't he prayed for a two-wheel 
bike for Christmas and_ received 
nothing but two shirts, three handker- 
chiefs, and a tie—a dark blue one at 
that! Jim had never seemed to get 
what he wanted from his prayers! 

. As a result, Jim had long begun to 
doubt the power of prayer. He 
thought prayer consisted merely of 
asking for things. Naturally, when he ~ 
didn’t get some of those things for 
which he had asked, Jim began to 


. think there was not much to this 


prayer game. 
Prayer was of little help in Jim’s 
life for still another reason. Like many 
of us, Jim liked to receive benefits, 
but disliked responsibilities. 
For example, once he prayed that 
God would see to it that he passed a 
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Jim never grew up 


math exam. But he didn’t spend one 
minute on: his homework. 

Then there was the day he took his 
test for a driver’s license. He asked 
God to make him pass the test. But he 
didn’t even bother to read the study 
booklet the state trooper had given 
him a few days before the exam. 

And after high school, when Jim 
had gotten his first job, it wasn’t long 
before he was asking God to increase 
the weekly wages and give a better 
job. But Jim still arrived late to work, 
showed a negative attitude toward 
others in the office, and did as little 
as he could in order to “just get by.” 

What Jim had overlooked was the 
fact that we must be responsible peo- 
ple if we expect to be privileged peo- 
ple. 


Wuat’s TO BE LEARNED from Jim’s 
story so far? Well, for one thing, in 
order to be meaningful, prayer must 


‘first be a fellowship with God. Prayer 


was not offered to us in order to turn 
God into a Santa Claus, but rather 
that we could use prayer as a means 
of “talking things over” with our 
heavenly Father. And we shouldn't 
forget to offer a word of thanks each 
time we talk to him. God has given 
us all we have and we should be 
grateful. 
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Another thing, if prayer is to be 
effective in our lives it must be en- 
gaged in regularly. We should not 
only pray when the tank is in sight, 
or the math exam is upon us, but at 
all times—and in all places! Playing 
the piano cannot become an art on 
one hour of rehearsal a month—and 
then only the night before the con- 
cert! Prayer cannot be the art of fel- 
lowship with God either, on only one 
conversation a month! 

Jim’s story also reminds us that our 
prayer should be based on the belief 
that God’s will must prevail and not 
our own. Remember, Jim wanted 
everything his own way: 


But LET’s GET BACK to Jim in his 
fox hole. Things haven’t changed 
much. The terrific cross fire of mortar, 
tanks, and rifles keeps him pinned to 
the ground. But I think he has been 
thinking of some of the things we 
have been talking about. 

For perhaps the first time in his life 
he has come to know that God does 
know every need of men. 

As for Jim’s prayers not being an- 
swered before? Well, Jim suddenly re- 
membered that even Jesus did not 
have all his prayers answered either. 
He recalled especially the prayer Jesus 
offered in the garden. God had not 
seen fit to remove the cup from Jesus 
even though his Son had asked that it 
be removed. 

Jim remembered a final word or 
two of that garden prayer, too, as he 
lay in the fox hole, “Nevertheless, not 
my will, but thine be done . . .” 

‘Our soldier friend noticed a let-up 
in the activity. Night was here. Now 
was his chance to escape—perhaps. 

But before lifting his head from the 
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ground Jim offered another prayer. 
This one was certainly heard in hea- 
ven—even above the roar of the guns. 

“God, no matter what happens to 
me, give me the faith to know that 
your will towards me is good.” 

Now Jim was really beginning to 
talk with his Father in heaven. 


* * 
@ WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 


If you have the Christian Youth 
Hymnal perhaps you would like to use 
one of the suggested orders of worship 
beginning on page 307. 

Please read the article On Leading 
Worship on page 299 of the Christian 
Youth Hymnal. This material will give 
you many helps on planning a worship 
service. 

Be certain that hymns, scripture read- 
ings, psalms, and prayers, are in keep- 
ing with the theme of this topic. You 
will find hymns suggested under the 
title “Prayer” on page 412. 

If you use the Parish School Hymnal, 
or other worship material, you will find 
suggested hymns and worship services in 
the front and rear of the book. 

It would be fine if you could get as 
many leaders as possible to conduct this 
meeting. At least three leaders are 
needed: Worship, topic, and discussion. 
Each leader may also get a few other 
helpers. For example, the worship leader 
can get others to announce the hymns, 
read the scripture, say the prayer, dis- 
tribute hymnals, arrange the worship 
center, etc, 

The topic leader may present this ma- 
terial in the following ways: 

1. Read and reread the background 
article and present it to the group in 
lecture form. Be sure not to read it. 
You can use your own words more 
effectively. 

2. A panel discussion with four lead- 
ers and a moderator may present the 
content of this article. Each person could 
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give a five minute talk on one phase of 
the subject. Points to be included could 
be: We should not offer “bribes” to God 
in our prayer life; prayer consists of 
more than just asking for “things”; we 
should do all we can and not use prayer 
as an escape for our own laziness; and 
God’s will should always prevail over 
our own wills. 

The moderator should attempt to link 
these thoughts together with a few 
pointed sentences as he introduces each 
panel leader. 

8. A debate can be interesting. The 
above mentioned points could be treated 
pro and con. Be sure that assignments 
are made well in advance of the meeting. 
Give each person a stated amount of time 
in which to develop his point. 


WHATEVER METHOD of presentation is 
used, be certain to allow ample time 
for a discussion period. The leader may 
be ready with a few selected questions 
to get things started. Keep the discussion 
moving—and on the subject! Call on as 
many different questioners as possible. 
Don't be embarrassed over silence—give 
the group a chance to think. 


Some suggested questions are: 

1. From your own experience, what 
have been the main practical difficulties 
in praying? 

2. Do you think it would be worth 
it to pray even though no prayer was 
ever answered? : 

3. Did Jesus receive everything he 
prayed for? 

4, Why is communion with God the. 
central idea of prayer? 


@ DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

I Kings 3:5-9 

I Kings 8:22-32 

I Kings 8:33-53 
Matthew 6:5-15 
Luke 11:5-10 

Luke 18:9-14 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
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Illustrated by Peg Piper 


T BIT YOU long ago and you 
f didn’t even feel it. It won't let 

loose of you. You may be one of 
those rare people who knows you're 
bit, but chances are you're like the 
majority of the human race. You 
amble on, all unknowing that a 
THING has you in its grip. 

It’s a common animal, the D.D. It 
has peculiar characteristics. It makes 
people into Marie Curies and Co- 
lumbuses, Napoleons and Hitlers. It 
allies itself with God himself or with 
all the forces of evil loose in the 
- world today. It attacks without dis- 
crimination the rich and the poor, the 
intelligent and the ignorant. 

A D.D. is a Dominant Desire. And 
a dominant desire is the THING 
which governs the life of every human 
being. 

Undoubtedly you know Thomas J. 
Atwater, and Dr. Robert Stoddard, 
and Olly Hooligan. Oh, they may 
have different names, but they're peo- 
ple you've met off and on every day 
or so of your life. The D.D. bit them 
when they were our age or younger 
and they don’t know it, except for 
Olly Holligan. 

Thomas J. Atwater is a pillar of the 
community. He’s active in just about 
everything it’s possible to be active in. 
He’s made a pile of money, all by his 
own hard work. He’s in his church 


pew every Sunday and he drives a 
new Buick. 


Dr. Stoddard wouldn't be caught 
dead in church and besides he’s too 
busy. He’s one of those doctors whose 
life is dedicated to his work. He never 
has enough sleep and patients crowd 
his waiting room. 

Perhaps you don’t like to admit that 
you ever even noticed Olly Hooligan. 
He’s the town bum. His sad claim to 
fame is that his only aim in life is to 
get at the booze. 


Tue D.D. Has MADE each of those 
men what he is today. Dominant de- 
sire is the thing that guides them in 
their separate paths and keeps them 


Watch Out! A D.D.’s Got. You! 
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going on and on through life. 

Doininant desire is their religion, 
just as it is yours. It is their true reli- 
gion, the really sincere prayer that 
their hearts utter over and over again. 
It’s the ideal they're dedicated to. 
You may consider it a high aim, like 
Marie Curie’s, or a low aim, like Olly 
Hooligan’s, or even an evil one, like 
Adolf Hitler’s But there it is and it 
won't be denied. 

Thomas J. thinks he’s sincere when 
he prays each Sunday, and some- 
times during the week when he hap- 
pens to think of it, to his Christian 
God. He asks for humility and for 
charity and to do God’s will. Actually, 
he’s praying another prayer all the 
time, every minute of his life. His real 
prayer, deep down inside him is for 
money, money, money and _ promi- 
nence in the eyes of his fellow men. 
His dominant desire is his real prayer. 
And he lives that dominant desire 
throughout the week. His whole being 
is focused on it. 

He does a great many good works 
—on the surface. But inside the domi- 
nant desire keeps nibbling away at 
him, burrowing deeper and deeper 
into his being, guiding those good 
deeds so that they turn the eyes of the 
town on Thomas J., the Pillar of the 
Community. He gives a good bit of 
money to this and that, but you should 
see his bank accounts—and the glint 
of his eyes as he checks the financial 
page of the daily newspaper. Body 
and soul he’s praying that A. T. and 
T. will be up. 

Dr. Stoddard, on the other hand, 
doesn’t give a rip what people think 
of him. He’ s working too hard, saving 
lives and bringing new life into the 
world. He rails violently against all 
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organized religion, scoffng and saying 
that there’s no sense in religion at all, 
that prayer is a futile thing said only 
to oneself. 

But the D.D. that bit him when he 
was a boy watching an old country 
doctor set his brother's broken arm 
is a religion. It’s not Christianity or 
Shinto-ism or voodoo. It’s a humani- 
tarian religion built on the right of 
men to live healthy lives. Every mo- 
ment of his own life illustrates that 
dominant desire of his, and at a dy- 
ing patient's bedside he may éyen 
call, unconsciously, for help to the 
God he says is only in man’s mind. 
In those moments he allies himself 
with God. But does Dr. Stoddard — 
think he has a religion and would he 
admit to praying? Not on your life! 

It’s only poor old Olly Holligan who 
admits that a D.D. has him. He shuf- 
fles down the street looking for a 
drink and he says quite readily that 
that bottle is the aim and end of life 
for him. He’s got “a thirst” and that’s 
his religion. 

You can readily see what the D.D. 
is that’s bit those men in town. Each 
of them is living up, or down, to his 
dominant desire. Each has a craving 
within which demands satisfaction. 
It’s a drive that pushes him through 
life. The dominant desire of each is 
the measure of his true quality on the 
great scale of good and evil. It’s reli- 
gion. It’s his true prayer, the one he 
lives with his life although he may 
decry it with his lips. 


Dominant Desire has nothing to 
do with Christianity or Judaism or 
Buddhism or any other named reli- 
gion. It knocks aside dogma because 
its creed is simple and is different for 
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every man. But it does have certain 
universal characteristics and the great- 
est truth of all about dominant desire 
is that its prayers are usually an- 
swered. 

Olly Hooligan will get his drink by 
hook or crook. Mahatma Gandhi 
fasted and preached and stubbornly 
resisted the evil he saw in India until 
he gained freedoms for his people 
and attained immortality. Marie Curie 
kept looking into a microscope and 
fussing endlessly over retorts and fur- 
naces until she found that 
speck of radium. Thomas 
J. Atwater is making mon- 
ey and everyone knows he 
is, he’s seeing to that. The 
prayers and the accomplish- 
ments, they fit together. 

Another great characteristic of the 
dominant desire is the sad fact that 
so few people recognize it for what it 
is. It's an unhappy commentary on 
the intelligence of Dr. Stoddard and 
Thomas J. that they are blind to their 
D.D. and that only bleary eyed Olly 
can see that essential point, that drink 
is his religion. 

It’s a sadder thing, a tragic thing, 


to pieces. 


-that theyre no different from most 


other human beings in their error. 


WHICH ALL COMES BACK to you. 
You're one of those humans. And un- 
doubtedly a D.D. is even now nib- 
bling deep into your soul, molding it 
into the person you will become and 
the deeds you will do. It’s also prob- 
ably hiding so that you have no idea 
of the future you and your future lot 
in life. : 

The problem for you,. because 
youre young and life is ahead, is 
whether you are willing to seek the 
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Empty 
empty houses, soon go 


truth about what lies hidden in your 
heart. With life stretching ahead for 
years and years, you can still help 
guide that dominant desire. You say 
you believe in God, or the chances 
are you wouldn’t be reading this now. 
Perhaps you are brave enough to seek 
your dominant desire and to weigh 
your present and future value on 
God’s scale of good and evil. 
You can if you will. But you may 
hate yourself if you discover what 
that secret desire is. You may want to 
run away from yourself 
and bury your head in the 
sand. You may say this is 
all poppycock and if you 
do, beware! You're kid- 
ding yourself. On the other 
hand you may be sur- 


like 


lives, 


prised. You may suddenly realize that 


your life ahead can be a wonderful 
adventure. Your day dreams may be- 
come actualities. You may even see 
that all things which have seemed im- 
portant to you on the surface are as 
nothing compared to the hidden 
dream of your soul. 

The Marie Curies and the Colum- 
buses and the Albert Schweitzers and 
the Thomas Edisons are numbered in 
our world. There are hundreds and 
thousands who have not achieved 
fame but who have followed their 
dominant desire, fulfilling some dream 
or purpose, and who have been the 
allies of the God they profess. 

Your problem, once you have found 
your dominant desire, is to fit your 
life somehow into the pattern which 
will add you to the list of God's 
allies. 


@ SUGGESTIONS FOR GROUP WORK 
Nothing is more interesting to people 
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than themselves, although perhaps some 
individuals won’t admit it. This article 
is meant to be a springboard for indi- 
vidual thought, for group discussion. It 
ean be exciting or dull, depending on 
how it is used. 

The main thing is this: The dominant 
desire of every single person is the most 
important thing in that person’s life. 
Jump off from that fact. 

Here are a few suggestions for your 
group. 

1. Conduct a D.D. hunt. Elect, se- 
lect, or appoint a D. D. detective. Have 
him or her conduct affairs. Provide pa- 
per and pencils. Have each person list: 

a) What he wants from life. 

b) The people he admires most and 

why. 

c) What he intends to contribute to 

the world. 


d) What his main hobbies, interests, - 


etc., are. 
The D. D. detective now analyzes 


the results with the help of the jury, . 
picked from the group. The D. D. D. 
should ask questions, stimulate. ques- 
tions from the group, discussion in 
the group. Perhaps the jury can de- 
termine what each individual’s D. D. 
is. 


2. If you're fortunate enough to have 
access to a psychologist or vocational 
guidance director, ask: him to speak or: 
lead a discussion on the dominant desire 
as applied to individuals. 


83. Conduct a panel discussion or a 
debate on: Dominant Desire and Chris- 
tianity, Friends or Foes? 


4. Have members of your group read 
up on individuals of renown (one apiece ) 
and report on them. Try to find the 
dominant desire of each through ques- 
tions, discussions. Suggested people: Al- 
bert Schweitzer, Marie Curie, Harry Tru- 
man, John L. Lewis, Franklin Clark Fry. 
Don't limit yourselves to these. 


The first director of the Smithsonian Institute, as a small boy, went to 


the local cobbler to have a pair of shoes made. 


His grandmother told 


him he might select the style he preferred, round-toe or square-toe, but 
the youngster could not quite decide upon a choice. Meanwhile the cobbler 
had taken his measure and begun work upon the shoes. 

Each day young Henry visited the cobbler’s shop, and each day de- 
parted without having reached a decision. One day the cobbler handed 
him his shoes, finished and ready to wear. One had a round toe and the 


other a square toe! 


“| had to wear those monuments to indecision a long time,’’ Henry 
related, “and they taught me as nothing else could, the penalty one may 
pay for failing to make up his mind.’’—Mary Allison. 


One of Queen Victoria’s grandchildren, Prince Alexander of Battenberg, 
was attending a boys’ school in England in the 1890s when he ran short of 


funds. 


He applied to Grandmother for help. She properly rebuked him. 


Little boys, she wrote, should keep within their allowances and he must wait 


until his next one came due. 


The prince was resourceful and the queen received this reply: “My Dear 
Grandmamma—| am sure you will be glad to know that | need not trouble 
you for any money just now, for | sold your letter to another boy here for 


30 shillings.’“—H. J. Haskell. 
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7 believe... 


Leslie Conrad, Jr., says that your creed even decides which 
‘Femme or Fellow’ you will marry 


OUR creeds—your beliefs—affect 
\ ee life. If you believe in “love 
at first sight,” you will probably 
be satisfied to take the first femme 
or fellow that comes along who shows 
you any attention. If you do not ad- 
here to such an affection theory, how- 
ever, you will probably take your own 
good time about falling in love. 
If you live in one of the great farm- 
ing areas of America, and you believe 
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in planting your crops and leaving 
them to the squirrels and rats to bring 
them from the fields into your barns 
or granaries, then your creed will soon 
lead you to poverty. On the other 
hand, should you believe that it is 
necessary to harvest your crops, and 
supervise their storage, then you are 
on the farming road to good living— 
thanks to your creed! 

Your everyday opinions stem from 
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your creeds. Whatever you say “yes” 
to, whatever you “amen” to, whatever 
you “o.k.” to—they are your creeds. 

The Apostles’ Creed is the Chris- 
tian religion in a nutshell. In one hun- 
dred and ten words—requiring less 
than a minute’s worth of your speak- 
ing apparatus—you have a summary 
of the Christian faith. In fact, it is 
without question the best popular 
summary of the Christian faith ever 
made in so few words. 


Every SUMMER many Lutheran 
seminary students get parish experi- 
ence first hand, either under the su- 
pervision of a pastor, or, on their own 
hook. 

One. seminarian had the following 
experience to relate after three months 
of summer supply work. 


“Out there in that small congrega- 
tion I got a taste of just about every- 
thing a pastor is called on to do. One 
of my many Sunday duties was to 
teach the men’s Bible class. 


“I shall never forget the Sunday 
morning we discussed the Apostles’ 
Creed! I had my own ideas about 
teaching a Sunday school lesson. I 
thought that the best way to keep a 
Bible class awake, and on the alert, 
was to come to an abrupt halt about 
every three or four minutes, and ask a 
question. 

“One of the questions that I popped 
at ‘em on that particular Sunday 
moming was a ‘catch question’: 
‘Where in scripture would you look 
for the Apostles’ Creed?’ 

“After getting ‘I-don’t-knows’ from 
several pupils, I turned to the only 
octogenarian—eighty-year old—in the 
room, who usually came up with the 
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right answer! Scratching his head a 
couple times, he looked at me and 
said: ‘It’s somewhere in Psalms!’ 

“Well, that did it! I made a vow 
with my conscience right then and 
there that I was going to make sure 
that the members of my congregations 
in the future knew everything worth 
knowing about the Apostles’ Creed!” 

Now, where does one find the 
Apostles’ Creed in the Bible? Maybe 
your knowledge of the Apostles’ Creed 
is as incomplete as the knowledge of 
those grown-up Sunday school pupils. 

We said awhile ago that this was a 
“catch question,” and it is! One can- 
not put his finger on the Apostles’ 
Creed in Scripture. It just isn’t to be 
found in any particular chapter of the 
Bible. However, please get this much 
straight: The Bible is filled with the 
Apostles’ Creed, and the Apostles’ 
Creed is filled with the Bible. 

The Apostles’ Creed begins with 
material that is recorded in the very 
first chapter of the Bible. In fact, its 
material is collected from Genesis and 
Revelation, and many of the books in 
between. 


THERE WAS ONCE a_legend-—still 
held by some churches—that the 
apostles of Jesus had written the 
Apostles’ Creed before starting on 
their missionary journeys, each of 
them contributing a sentence. This 
was generally accepted by church 
people up until the 15th century. To- 
day the legend has been abandoned 
by practically all Protestant scholars. 

The Apostles’ Creed was a gradual 
development. It had no single human 
author, neither did it come into being 
at any one period of time. It may 
have originated as early as the second 


LUTHER LIFE 


century. However, it was as late as the 
eighth century before the Apostles’ 
Creed was in the form in which we 
have it today. 

Back in the adolescent years of the 
Christian church, the Christian mes- 
sage was being severely attacked. 
Some people were saying that God was 
not “Father,” that he was not “al- 
mighty,” that “he had not created hea- 
ven and earth,” that “Jesus had not 
risen from the dead.”.But a few of 
those on-fire Christians openly dis- 
agreed. Those who believed different- 
ly began formulating brief statements 
to defend God’s Word. The Apostles’ 
Creed was one of the results! 


Now, let’s take a quick run-down to 
see what the Apostles’ Creed has us 
believing. 

The creed is trinitarian throughout. 
It speaks of the triune God—1) Fa- 
ther, 2) Son, and 3) Holy Spirit. It 
is divided into three sections or ar- 
ticles. Even its arrangement is trini- 
tarian, being told in just three sen- 
tences. . 


WE BELIEVE IN Gop! Not many 
gods, and not just any god, but we 
believe in the God and Father who 
has all might. The power of the uni- 
verse is in his hands. He could cause 
the world to crumble in the twinkling 
of an eye if he so desired. 


The creed teaches that God made 
the heavens and the earth. Luther puts 
it so well as he explains this section 
of the creed: “I believe that God has 
created me and all that exists.” That 
doesn’t leave any room for theories 
that put forth the idea that the world 
just “came into being through some 
sort of slow chemical process.” 
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JESUS IS THE ONLY sON-that God 


ever had! Mary, a Palestinian maiden, 


was chosen by God to be the mother 
of his son. Jesus lived on earth for 
approximately thirty-three years, dur- 
ing which time he suffered physical, 
mental and spiritual pains. At the last, 
he was crucified, he died, and he was 
buried. 

Now, why did he do all this? Again 
it is Luther who gives us the best rea- 
son “In order that I might be HIS.” 
Therefore, if you are a Christian, you 
belong to this God-Man who died for 
you. You don’t belong to yourself, or 
to your mother and father, or to your 
husband or wife. You don’t even be- 
long to your business or vocation. You 
belong to Christ! 

Some time after Jesus was buried, 
and before he arose from the dead, he 
descended into hell. Please note, Jesus 
did not descend into hell because he 
was forced to go there! He visited hell 
to proclaim himself as the Son of God, 
the conqueror of sin, death and the 
devil. 

On the third day after his death, 
Jesus brought about the greatest mir- 
acle of all times; he arose from the 
dead. Just as his death had been a 
real death, so his resurrection was a 
real resurrection. 

Had you ever thought of it in this 
light? We, who are Christians and 
believe these statements of the 
Apostles’ Creed, have something in 
our religion that no other religion 
has. We have a saviour who lived, 
died for our sins, rose again from the 
dead, and still lives today. No other 
person, either living or dead, has ever 
been able to do. anything that will 
match it! 

Buddha was the saviour of the relig- 
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ion of Buddhism. He lived, and he 


died. Confucius was the saviour of. 


the religion of Confucianism. He lived 
and he died. Mohammed was _ the 
saviour of the religion of Mohammed- 
anism. He lived and he died. 

We Christians believe in the ONLY 
saviour of the world who lived, died, 
then rose again, and still lives today. 


Tue Hoty Sprrir is the world’s 
hardest worker. Think of it, the Holy 
Spirit is personally responsible for 
every Christian thought, word and 
deed in the life of every person who 
lives in this universe! The Holy Spirit 
applies in us what Christ accom- 
plished for us. You see, if the Holy 
Spirit does not work in us, we cannot 
be saved. 

The Holy Spirit causes us to believe 
in the holy Christian church; the com- 
munion of saints—believers, that is; 
the resurrection of the body; and the 
life everlasting. 

We believe the first one hundred 
and nine words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
Because we believe them, we are 
proud to add with fervor the one 
hundred and tenth word: “Amen’— 
so let it be! 


* * 


Since the topic is about God the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, the sugges- 
tion is offered that you make use of one 
hymn about each person of the Trinity 
where indicated. Conclude the program 
with the singing of “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 
(All hymns have Common Service Book 
numbers. ) 

God the Father Hymns 
“Praise To The Lord” No. 286 
“My God! How Wonderful Thou Art” 
No. 303 
Open the meeting by saying in unison 
the Apostles’ Creed 
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God the Son Hymns 
“Jesus, Master, Whose I Am” No. 375 
“O Savior, Precious Savior” No. 361 

Scripture: John 15:26, 27 and 16:13-15 

Offer three brief “free prayers”’—one ad- 
dressed to God the Father, one to God 
the Son, and one to God the Holy 
Spirit. 

God the Holy Spirit Hymns 
“Holy Spirit, Hear Us” No. 550 
“Come Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire” 

No. 142 

Presentation of the topic 

Questions 

“Something To Do” (Found elsewhere 
in program material) 

Concluding Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
No. 158 

Luther League benediction 


@ SOMETHING TO DO 


Have four Bibles on hand at the meet- 
ing, and after the topic has been pre- 
sented, choose from the group two “keen” 
young fellows and two—just as “keen”— 
young ladies. Have them take chairs at 
the front of the room, facing the group. 


Then ask them to turn to the following 
passages, one at a time, seeking out 
specific statements referred to in the 
Apostles’ Creed. The first contestant to 
find a statement is to raise his hand. 
If you care to, you many keep the score 
of the proceedings. 


Here are the passages: 

1) John 14:1-3 

2) Luke 1:26-35 

3) Corinthians 15:1-4 

4) Genesis 1:1 

5) I Peter 3:17-20 

6) John 20:11-17 

7) John 19:32-85 

8) Luke 2:1-7 

9) John 19:1, 2 
Luke 24:1-6 
Matthew 17:1-5 
Mark 16:19, 20 
John 14:25, 26 
John 19:40-42 
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the 


TEN COMMANDMENTS 


HIS is a new game called Adven- 

tures in Living. The rules are 

found in Exodus 20. The score- 
keeper is God. Through Jesus Christ 
you are the winner. 

The rules may sound like “old stuff” 
to you. But they are so modern that 
if God were to give you “Ten Com- 
mandments for 1951,” he’d give you 
the same 10 he gave to Moses. Let’s 
wipe off our windshields to get a 
clear picture of these “rules of the 
game.” 

Before you begin, remember that 
the commandments are not a ladder 
on which a man can climb to God. 
They are “house rules” for God’s chil- 
dren. If you have ever been to camp 
or lived in a dormitory you'll under- 
stand the need for a few regulations 
to insure the greatest freedom for all. 


Rute 1. Pur First Tuincs First. 


Many important things clamor for 
our attention. Being popular with the 
opposite sex naturally gets its cut of 
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our time. How can we establish a 
good home if we don’t spend some 
time looking for someone with whom 
we can establish itP And our “stock” 
goes up if we have more dates than 
others. 

Public opinion is also important to 
us. We must be a success in school, 
or in our new job. We must have 
money and social standing. Being a 
financial success and a social success 
is time consuming. 

God should also be considered in 
our arrangement of time. You and I 
don’t worship idols or strange gods of 
nature, so we usually don’t worry 
about breaking the first command- 
ment. Yet, often, the distribution of 
our time shows that we worship so- 
cial prestige and financial success. 
God becomes low man on the totem 
pole. 

“Thou shalt have no other gods be- 
fore me. God comes first. Other 
things follow in the order of their im- 
portance. “Seek ye first the kingdom 
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of God and his righteousness and all 
these (other) things will be added 


unto you.” 


Rute 2. Mean Wuar You Say. 


The name of the Lord is taken in 
vain by more people on Sunday morn- 
ing than at any other time during the 
week. His name is taken in vain when 
we say, “Lord, have mercy upon us,” 
and know that we have not repented. 
We take his name in vain when we 
recite the Apostles’ Creed—“I believe 
in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord” 
—and then deny him the throne in our 
hearts. 

The hypocrisy of the modern 
church-goer is a flagrant violation of 
the second commandment. If you are 
one of these “just-barely-Christians” 
who doesn’t know what he believes, 
then listen carefully to what you say 
with your lips every Sunday and write 
it on your heart. Say it with your life. 


Rute 8. Take Time To FEEep Your 
Sout. 

In this age of the mad-rush, God’s 
law reminds us to stop at the “filling 
station.” Spiritually, too many peo- 
ple are trying to run without “fuel.” 
Thus forward movement is stopped. 
Rule three directs us to feed on the 
word of God and rest from the rush of 
living. 

As for going to church—the joker 
who makes me laugh is the “sage” 
that has analyzed his dislike for 
church thus: “I was made to go to 
church so much when I was young 
that I’ve had enough of it.” 

This “sage” was also made to eat 
three meals a day when he was young. 
Often it was against his will. But he 
still needs food. We need both kinds 
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of food to grow. Lack of one or the 
other may mean death to the body or 
soul. 

Then there is the perfectionist who 
won't go to church because it is such 
a corrupt organization. Naturally it is 
corrupt. It is made up of human be- 
ings. No one knows how human 
church organizations are until he has 
been on the inside. 

But take note. That same young 
man or woman has not left this coun- 
try because the government is corrupt. 
He accepts the government and may 
even work to improve it. The church 
is made up of these same people. 
Does he work to improve it? 

Always with us is the inevitable 
Sunday morning sport who insists that 
he can worship God better on the 
golf course or on the ski jump than he 
can in a stuffy church. 

Perhaps he can, but does he? God 
knew us, and he knew we would sel- 
dom remember him in the ski slope. 
So he asks us to assemble together 
and worship him. He knew our souls 
need some time for nourishment. 


Rute 4. Love, Honor, anp RESPECT 
Your PARENTS. 


Be honest with yourself. You know 
more now than you did five years 
ago. You expect to know a lot more 
10 years from now. And still more 25 
years from now. Then remember that 
your parents have about a 25-year 
start on you. Give your parents the 
respect their experience and knowl- 
edge demands. (Even if styles have 
changed, human nature hasn’t. What 
they have learned is still valid.) 

Parents are a blessing—usually ap- 
preciated most by those who do not 
have any. Be proud of your parents, 
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and make them proud of you. Speak 


well of them and thank God for them. 


Rute 5. Do Not Muroper. BE SEn- 
SITIVE. : 


At first glance one might think this 
rule is aimed at all who take part in 
war. It is the pacifist’s chief argument. 
But killing is a matter of the heart. 
It is a subtle matter of motive. If we 
remember that the heart is the gauge 
God goes by we will give it more 
attention. 

If a man must fight to defend his 
family and his country he need not 


lose the sense of horror at what he is 


doing. While he is still sensitive to 
human suffering, while he still knows 
that he should pray for the men he 
shoots, his heart can be in tune with 
God. It is when a man becomes in- 


sensitive and hard, and kills wantonly 
without consciousness of the evil in- 
volved, that he becomes a murderer 


and violates the laws of God. Yes, I 
do mean that on a battlefield one man 


can be committing murder and an- 
other not—depending on the attitude 


of the heart. 


This rule also applies to those of us 
who “murder” with hate and anger. 
“Whosoever is angry at his brother 
without cause shall be in danger of 
judgment.” 


And how many people have you 


“murdered”, spiritually speaking, be- 


cause your behaviour made them lose 


interest in the church. We are, in a 


real sense, responsible for the spiritual 


_ welfare of those whose lives we touch. 


We are our “brother’s keepers.” 


Rue 6. Live A Pure LIFE. 


After reading some of the latest sur- 
veys on sex relations in this country 
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Use this article by Betty 
Wetlesen as background for 
two group sessions. 


one might think the sixth command- 
ment had been lost in the shuffle. 
But the commandment is still there, 
and the price that is paid for breaking 
it is still there. 

‘As glamorous as Hollywood tries to 
make the swapping of husbands and 
wives, the pain and heartaches are 
still there. The effect of unfaithfulness 
on the heart and soul of a man or 
woman is devastating enough, to say 
nothing of the havoc created for the 
children involved. 


This rule is for single people also. 
“Whosoever looketh after a woman 
to lust after her,” Jesus said, “hath 
committed adultery with her already 
in his heart.” It has often been said 
that many of us are good only because 
we lack the opportunity to be bad. 
Remember that God sees the desires 
of the heart, not just the outward acts. 


This rule is not to make us prudish 
or to give sex a “black tinge.” It is 
only to warn us against the misuse of 
this wonderful power God has given 
us. Moral uncleanness destroys our 
relations with God like cancer de- 
stroys the human body. God wants us 
to be whole, happy young people. 


Rute 7. Don’r Take Wuart Isn’r 
Yours AND Give Wuar Is. 

This may sound like bad account- 
ing. But in God’s books it’s the only 
way. Too many of us think that just 
hebaxsas we don't pick pockets or 
shop lift we don’t violate the seventh 
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commandment. Look up the story of 
Ananias and Sapphira in the fifth 
chapter of Acts. They were trying to 
cheat God. 

Don’t think for a minute that God 
demands anything less where we are 
concerned. “All that we have is thine 
alone, a trust. O Lord, from thee.” 
God knows how much you can afford 
to give. We can explain to our pastors 
until we are blue in the face that 
what -we give is all we can afford, 
but it doesn’t make any difference. 
God knows our financial condition. 


Another approach to this rule is 
that we should not take knowledge 
that is not ours. How can we be so 
crazy as to think that God objects 
to our stealing a few dollars but con- 
dones our stealing a few answers. 
Cheating on an exam is stealing no 
matter how you try to rationalize it. 

Thirdly, don’t take glory that isn’t 
yours. If someone else phaned the 
program, give him the credit. If some 
have extended helping hands into a 
muddled situation in your office or 
your church organizations, give them 
credit. 

When God uses you or makes a 
success out of your meager efforts, 
give him the glory. Don’t take it your- 
self. 


Rute 8. Be Kinp! Be Carerut! BE 
Fair! 

Be kind when tempted to criticize. 
Be careful with your friends’ reputa- 
tions. Be fair and avoid jumping to 
wild conclusions. 

The reason for most of our unkind 
comments about others is our desire 
to make ourselves look better. We*try 
to make ourselves appear “whiter” by 
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painting the other fellow “blacker. 


Many of us girls have tried to ruin 
another’s reputation by a comment 
like, “Well, you know why she’s so 
popular, with the fellows . . .” Then 
we accuse her of being “easy” or a 
“necker.” And those to whom we 
make our malicious comments are as 
eager to hear as we to tell. It satisfies 
their pride, too. 

Fellows are as guilty. Their best 
defense against hurt pride is to make 
unkind, and usually untrue, remarks 
about the girls that refused to go 
steady with them. 


Every time we utter a malicious 
thought we hurt not only our friends 
but ourselves. We are giving the devil 
an “in.” The love of Christ is not con- 
trolling our hearts. 


Russ 9 anv 10. 


One day Denny Dimwit, of funny 
paper fame, discovered a big red ap- 
ple on the teacher’s desk. Since no 
one was around, he took it. 

Just as he was about to eat it his 
conscience told him he was breaking 
the seventh commandment. His con- 
science in the form of a little gnome 
on his shoulder forced him to put the 
apple back. 

Denny stood and stared at the ap- 
ple with a confused expression on 
his face. He finally demanded of his 
conscience an explanation of what 
difference it made whether he broke 
one commandment or another. Even 
if he wasn’t stealing the apple he was 
“sure coveting it.” 

Just because one sin is as bad as 
another in the sight of God we don't 
do the worst thing we can think of. 
There is a point of difference where 
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we hurt others with our sinfulness and 
where we are the only ones hurt. 


Certainly we should all want hap- 
piness and peace, righteousness and 
knowledge, a home and family and 
friends. But when the desire for pos- 
session possesses us it is condemned 
as covetousness. It is more a matter 
of what we want, why we want it, 
and how we go about getting it that 
is condemned here. And not so much 
the fact that we want. 


THUS WE HAVE the rules of the 
“game.” These rules are as up-to-date 
as the design of tomorrow’s car. 


P. S. Don’t forget what we said in 
the beginning. These rules are not 
steps into heaven. We are first chil- 
dren of God. It is because we believe 
in him that we are filled with the love 
of Christ and overflow with love and 
kindness toward our friends and 
neighbors. 


* * 


The 10 commandments divide them- 
selves naturally into two meetings. The 
first three commandments concern our 
relationship to God. The last seven deal 
with our relationship to our fellowmen. 

After the worship service at the first 
meeting read Exodus 20:1-17. Then in- 
troduce the topic with the opening 
thoughts of the article. 

The material at the first session should 
be presented by three different young 
people, each prepared by thought and 
prayer on one of the first three com- 
mandments. This presentation should 
not be read from the magazine. The ar- 
ticle should serve merely as a stimulus 
to thought, Original ideas and _illustra- 
tions should be added to make the meet- 
ing interesting to your group. 
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@ SUGGESTED QUESTIONS 

1. Why can’t you get to heaven on 
the 10 commandments? 

2. What are some of the things we 
tend to put first in our lives? Evaluate 
them as to their importance in the face 
of eternity. 

3. How much time do we give God? 
Have someone work out actual statistics 
for one week preceding the meeting on 
how much time they spent eating, sleep- 
ing,, studying, talking on the phone, pray- 
ing, etc. 

4. What are some of the things that 
you say on Sunday morning in the litur- 
gy that you are not sure of? Let the 
group throw more light on these. 

5. Is it all right to say, “Gad,” or, 
“Oh Geez?” 

6. How can you break yourself of 
swearing? 

7. Is your league a source of spirit- 
ual nourishment? Re-evaluate your pro- 
gram in the light of this. 

8. Have any of you grown spiritually 
since last year? What are some signs of 
this growth? 


AT A SPECIAL COMMITTEE meeting at 
least a week before the session on the last 
seven commandments get six young peo- 
ple to read the material in the resource 
article. Ask each to take one of the 
“rules of the game” and very consciously 
for a week live out the positive side. Ask 
them to jot down notes on their efforts 
and response. Then at league meeting 
they should report and explain the full 
meaning of the commandments in our 
lives today. 

For devotions read the entire fifth 
chapter of Matthew. In order to get a 
more spontaneous response it is best not 
to take the commandments one at a 
time in the discussion period. Instead 
have one mediator who controls the dis- 
cussion, The panel of speakers may con- 
tribute to the discussion. 

Close discussion with the 
thought in the article. 


4 BE Sie 
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VERY man in our armed services 
wears a “dog tag” about his neck. 
Upon it is impressed certain in- 

formation about him. Usually on it is 
a little mark which indicates whether 
he is Protestant, Catholic, or nothing. 


One day on my aircraft carrier a 
sailor was injured severely. A spinning 
airplane propellor had struck him on 
the head. He lay on the deck in ser- 
ious condition. 


As soon as I reached him, along 
with the medical corpsmen, I looked 
at his “dog tag.” The man was a 
Christian. His tag marked him as one 
who had been baptized. He was a 
child of God. Then I knew what 
claims I could make in my immediate 
prayer. Fortunately, this man _ re- 
covered. 


On another occasion our sailor was 
not so fortunate. But his tag named 
him a baptized Christian. The letter 
I wrote to the man’s parents was far 
different than one I could have writ- 
ten to the parents of a non-Christian. 
There were assurances I could claim 
in both cases because the men were 
baptized. 
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Power Word: Gabtiom 


BY ALVIN H. BUTZ, JR. 


BEYOND A DOUBT baptism carries 
continuing meaning. Right now you 
have rich opportunities and vast res- 
ervoirs of power because you were 
baptized. Something very important 
happened when you were baptized— 
and it continues to happen every mo- 
ment of your life on earth. Its mean- 
ing is like a continued story without 
an ending. 

Let us see why this is so. 


We learned during confirmation in- 
struction that our baptism began the 
Father-child relationship. Sometimes 
we learn terms without their meaning 
being clear. Let’s translate this term 
into something which may seem more 
real to us. 

Most of us have very deep love for 
our parents. They have just as deep 
love for us. They brought us into the 
world and cared for us when we were 
quite helpless. They gave us our food, 
clothing, shelter. This cost them 
something. The money could have 
been used for their own pleasures 
and desires. The time could haye 
been spent for themselves. As they 
grow older perhaps the tables will be 
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turned in a pleasant way and you can 
give some of your means and time to 
them. 

This might be called a “sacrifice” 
of means and time. But neither you 
nor your parents think of it in that 
way. For you and for them it is a 
privilege to have the opportunity of 
sharing everything either of you can 
use. You do it, and they do it, be- 
cause you want to. All of this is done 
on the basis of love. This is a normal, 
parent-child relationship. 


The “Father-child relationship” we 
speak of in baptism is similar to the 
parent-child relationship in many 
ways. 


God is our father in heaven. He 
loves us. We love him. He gave us 
our parents and our creation. Once 
‘upon a time it was necessary that he 
do something drastic for our spiritual 
welfare, and for that purpose he gave 
for us the dearest he had—his own 
son. This is the greatest gift the world 
has ever known. The fact of Christ 
should always remind us of the love 
which God has for all of us. 


When we were baptized our father 
in heaven laid his imprint upon us. 
He claimed us as his children. And 
with that claim came the gift of his 
endless love. 


THAT Is NOT ALL there is to this 
‘relationship with God begun in bap- 
tism. By our sin we can disturb this 
‘relationship. But we can always re- 
‘turn. to it, following separation. 


When you and I do something 
‘wrong it is necessary for us to be 
;punished. Remember those childhood 
spankings and reprimands? Did that 
mean that our parents did not love 
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us? Of course not. They punished us 
because they did love us. And we 
knew that, even as children. We knew 
that we would be forgiven because of 
our parents’ love for us. 


So it is with our relationship to 
God. If we disobey him we shall be 
punished in some way. But if we are 
sorry and ask his forgiveness, sincerely 
meaning not to sin again, we are as- 
sured we shall be forgiven. This is 
done because God loves us with a 
love granted at the time of baptism. 
Having once claimed us, he will not 
see us forsaken when we call upon 
him. 

On the wall of many a professional 
man’s office hang some diplomas. 
They inform anyone who cares to 
read the usual Latin that the man 
has had certain training. The man is 
usually proud of these diplomas. They 
tell the world that he is something 
valuable in one way or another. He 
has done something which has re- 
quired effort and ability. 

Your baptismal certificate has rich 
meaning also. It tells you and anyone 
else that you stand in a noble com- 
pany. To your left is a hero who died 
upon a flaming pole on a road outside 
Rome centuries ago. To your right is 
a persecuted pastor now inside the 
Iron. Curtain. They stretch to the 
right and to the left in an unbroken 
line—heroes all. And you are one of 
them. You are one of them because 
of your baptism. 


Baptism is like a continued 


story without an ending. 
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This is something of the continuing 
meaning of your baptism. It insures 
you a love from your father in heaven 
which will never end. It puts you in 
the company of the saints and gives 
you a noble heritage. 


Now THERE ARE SOME FACTS about 
baptism that are in dispute among 
various groups. Not every church 
teaches the same details about bap- 
tism. Suppose we glance at three of 
the most important points of question. 


In what way shall baptism be admin- 
istered? 


Some say that the water must be 
poured on the infant’s head. Some say 
it should be sprinkled. Others claim 
that the entire body must be plunged 
below the water. What about all this? 

The word used in the original 
language does mean, usually, “to im- 
merse.” But its use in other passages, 
such as Luke 11:38 and Mark 7:4, 
indicate that other meanings are also 
possible. As a matter of fact, in no 
place does our Bible describe or pre- 
scribe just how baptism shall be ad- 
ministered. There is no order as to 
the quality of water which must be 
used and no order as to its quantity. 
No method of application is given 
exclusive rights. 

Very early in the history of the 
church appeared a writing called 
“The Teaching of the Twelve 
Apostles.” In this ancient manuscript 
is this statement, “Pour water upon 
the head thrice, in the name of the 
Father and Son and Holy Ghost.” We 
take this as an indication of the prac- 
tice of the early church as to the man- 
ner of baptism. 

Today both the Eastern church and 
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the Protestant Baptist church baptize 
by immersion of the body under the 
water. The Roman Catholic church 
uses affusion, or pouring of the water 
upon the forehead of the person. 
Protestants generally use either this 
method or what is called “aspersion” 
sprinkling of the water upon the 
head of the person to be baptized. 

Our Lutheran church follows scrip- 
ture and recognizes the validity of all 
three forms of application of the wa- 
ter in baptism. As a matter of prac- 
tice, however, sprinkling is widely 
used. 


Shall baptism be granted to adults only 
or also to children? 


This question involves a con4ict 
with the teaching of the Baptist 
church. This church teaches that only 
adults. may be baptized. Most other 
churches disagree. 

In Galatians 3:15-29 we are in- 
formed that God’s promises were ex- 
tended without regard to the age of 
the person. Origen, who wrote about 
A. D. 185, once described infant bap- 
tism as “an apostolic tradition.” 

There does not seem to be any war- 
rant in scripture or in the practice of 
the church for the denial to infants 
of the blessing of baptism. Therefore, 
the Lutheran church has always prac- 
ticed infant baptism. 


What happens to children who die with- 
out having been baptized? 


We think about heathen Africans — 
who have never heard the name of 
Jesus. And we think about the little 
boy down the street who has never 
been baptized because of his parents’ 
neglect. 
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Our father in heaven does not limit 
his grace or love to those who have 
observed certain forms. He is the 
father of all mankind. We therefore 
believe that the necessity for baptism 
is not absolute. We cannot believe 
that anyone who has never been bap- 
tized is surely lost. There is, however, 
a solemn obligation to 
baptize when there is the 
opportunity for baptism. 
To fail this obligation is a 
serious omission of the a 
command of the Lord. 
Certainly there are bene- 
fits which are withheld 


when baptism is not administered. 


So you can see that our parents 
performed a valuable service for ‘us 
when they saw to our baptism. At 
that time was begun a relationship 
with God which shall never end. Its 
benefits continue to bless us. We have 
been claimed as children of God and 
shall share forever in that rich heri- 
tage. 


man 


* * 


The background article for this topic 
breaks down easily into two sections. 
The first section covers the continuing 
power of baptism in the Father-child 
relationship. The second section covers 
three controversial questions concerning 
baptism. Either one or two speakers can 
be used to present the topic on this 
division. 


It isn’t falling into 
the water that drowns 
It’s staying 
there.—Cominco. 
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If a single topic leader is used it 
might be well to use the lecture style of 
presentation to set forth the first section 
of the background article. The second 
section, on controversial questions, could 
then be used to stimulate group dis- 
cussion. The three questions could be 
given to different persons before the 
time of meeting, for their thought. 

If possible, it would be 
helpful and interesting for 
the group to observe a bap- 
tism in the light of the con- 
siderations brought forth in 
the topic. There will be no 
problem here if the sacra- 
ment of baptism is usually 
administered during The 
Service. Otherwise special arrangements 
will have to be made with the pastor. 


This topic covers only one phase of 
baptism. There are others which will 
prove interesting in discussion periods. 
One might be built around the duties 
of a sponsor in baptism, as stated in the 
infant order. Why, under normal cir- 
cumstances, should the parents only 
serve as sponsors? : 


Another discussion point may con- 
sider why only members of the church 
may serve as sponsors, Why is this true? 

Still another discussion might be held 
concerning the status of adults who are 
received as church members by baptism. 
Why are they not confirmed? 

Suggested hymns—173, 174 and 175 

in the Common Service Book; 144 and 

150 in the Christian Youth Hymnal. 
Suggested scripture—Galatians 3:15-29; 

Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 8:36-38, 


An egotist is an individual who believes that he is everything that you 


believe you are, yourself.—Echo. 


Tact is the ability to give a person a shot in the arm without letting him 


feel the needle.—Lady Lester Keffer. 


Election polls are places where you stand in line for a chance to decide 


who will spend your money.—Animator. 
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Leader: Jesus taught us to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. Does. that in- 
clude the Jewish people? This ques- 
tion comes very close to our daily life. 
There are few Americans who do not 
at some time come into contact with 


Jewish people or at least hear about ° 


them. The five million Jews in our 
land are concentrated principally in 
our larger cities, but Jewish people 
have also scattered out into more than 
10,000 communities. Certainly, we 
cannot afford to forget them as we 
consider our Christian opportunities 
and responsibilities. 

I suggest that we begin our dis- 
cussion with this practical question: 
Should we share the things we have 
in Christ with the Jewish people? 

First Leaguer: Isn't the answer self- 
evident? 

Leader: For many people it does 
not seem to be. They say that the 
Jews have their own religion and we 
have ours. Therefore, we should not 
disturb them. 

Second Leaguer; But Judaism does 
not recognize Christ as either Lord or 
Saviour. To fail to witness to the 
Jews would be to evade our respon- 
sibility for their salvation. Further- 
more, I understand that about two- 
thirds of the Jews in America have 
no connections even with the syna- 
gogue. 

Third Leaguer: All men _ have 
sinned, and all of us have need of the 
salvation God has provided in Christ, 
whether we are Jews or Gentiles. 

Leader: We seem to be agreed, 
then, that the Jewish people do need 
the Gospel and that we should share 
it with them. We remember also that 
Christ has commanded us to preach 
the Gospel to every nation and to 
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BY HAROLD FLOREEN 


of 


Jews 
Do 


Have Souls 


t: 


This Young Adult Topic main- 
tains that Christians should be 
concerned about the spiritual life 
of Christ's race. 
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every creature. Can you suggest anv 
other reason for reaching out to the 
Jews with the Gospel? 

Fourth Leaguer: I think that we 
should want the Jewish people to have 
the same peace and joy which we 
experience in Christ. The salvation we 
have belongs to all men. We cannot 
keep it to ourselves. 

Second Leaguer: I am reminded 
that the Gospel came through the 
Jews and that Jesus is their Messiah. 
In a peculiar way, the Gospel should 
be their heritage. 

First Leaguer: That suggests the 
motive of gratitude on our part. If 
salvation is of the Jews, the least we 
can do is to share it with them. 

Leader: How can you convince 
people that they should show such 
gratitude? Do you have any sugges- 
tions, Pastor? 

Pastor: Well, our situation with re- 
spect to the Jews might be compared 
with the relationship between children 
and parents. Parents do everything in 
their power to help their children 
grow up to be fine Christian people. 
In God’s economy, the day often 
comes when children have an oppor- 
tunity to serve parents. Some people 
resent this responsibility, failing to 
realize that they are able to help their 
parents largely because of that which 
the parents have done for them. 

In much the same way, the Jews 
become our benefactors through the 
rich spiritual treasures we have re- 
ceived through them. In God’s econ- 
omy, we now have an opportunity to 
minister in turn to them. When we 
set out to do so, we soon discover 
that there is little that we can give 
them spiritually that we did not first 
receive through them. 
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First Leaguer: That expresses ex- 
actly what I was trying to say. 

Leader: Now, in spite of all that 
has been said, there are people who 
insist that the Jews have had their 
chance and that God is through with 
them. How would you answer such 
an argument, Pastor? 

Pastor: The Apostle Paul was most 
vehement in denying such a teaching. 
He maintained that God had not cast 
off Israel, and he pointed to himself 
as a living proof of that fact. If the 
Jews do not continue in their unbelief, 
God is able to graft them in again. 
Surely, if we are filled with the love 
of Christ, we shall be most grateful 
for these assurances and pray and 
work that the possibilities might be- 
come realities. It is dangerous to say 
that God is through with any one for 
he “would have all men to be saved 
and come to the knowledge of the 
truth.” 

Fourth Leaguer: I think that we 
owe it to Christ to make a Christian 
approach to the Jewish people. The 
terrible persecutions the Jews have 
suffered in the name of Christ have 
been nothing less than blasphemy. 
It is ours to live down this reflection 
upon the name of our Lord by show- 
ing to the Jews through word and 
deed that he loves them and wishes 
to save them. 

Second Leaguer: Some try to prove 
that the Jews are more wicked than 
others and that therefore we should 
not bring them the Gospel. It seems 
to me that this argument destroys 
itself. Christ came to save sinners and 
to find the lost sheep. The great 
Physician, as does any good doctor, 
ministers first to those whose illness 
is most critical. 
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Leader: 1 think you will all agree 
that this discussion has been helpful. 
Should we now think for a moment of 
ways and means of meeting the Jew- 
ish people in a Christian way? 

Fourth Leaguer: I would say that 
we can begin to express our Christian- 
ity by treating our Jewish neighbors 
with kindness and respect in as natur- 
al a way as possible, thus concretely 
expressing our belief that there is no 
distinction in God’s sight. This means, 
too, that we should include them to: 
gether with all others in the ministry 
of the church. They should be given 
an opportunity to enter into the wor- 
ship and life of the congregation. I 
understand that more than 85 percent 
of all Lutheran Christians of Jewish 
background were won through simply 
reaching out to them as to all others. 
(The Fourth Leaguer may take time 
here to read the reports of parish pas- 
tors contained in the Supplementary 
Suggestions.) 

Third Leaguer: Our personal wit- 
ness should flow out naturally in con- 
nection with real Christian living 
as we are in contact with Jewish 
people in our social life, or in busi- 
ness contacts. 

First Leaguer: If our Jewish ac- 
quaintances do not respond to our wit- 
ness, we must not change our attitude 
toward them. I am afraid of that 
type of witness which primarily seeks 
to eliminate opposition. Our work is 
to serve people, and it is essential that 
we. be thoroughly Christian even in 
the face of misunderstanding and 
opposition. When we do this, our 
faith makes its strongest witness. 

Pastor: That reminds me of an in- 
teresting incident. A Christian lay- 
man was once discussing spiritual 
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things with a Jewish man. The latter 
was most bitter in his denunciation of 
Christianity, but the Christian listened 
courteously and responded quietly but 
firmly as he had opportunity. He 
frankly admitted the painful truths 
the Jew pointed out but kindly ex- 
posed the fallacies in the other man’s 
thinking. Two other Jewish men soon 
joined the group and took part in 
the denunciation. The Christian still 
remained unrufHed. 

Finally, when the group broke up, 
the first Jewish man~ suddenly ex- 
tended his hand to the Christian, say- 
ing, “I want to shake hands with a 
real Christian!” He had recognized 
that this Christian was interested in 
serving and not in expressing his su- 
periority in argument. We can truly 
be kind and understanding without 
sacrificing our witness. 

Leader: I think we should also 
spend.a little time on the blessings 
of a Christian approach to the Jew- 
ish people. So often we: hear that 


there is a blessing in such work. Do. 


you think that there is anything to it? 

First Leaguer: I certainly believe 
there is. When one begins to witness 
for Christ, one finds it necessary to 
examine his own faith as never before 
and to dig deeply into the scriptures. 
This is particularly true when witness- 
ing to Jewish people. The distinctions 
between law and gospel must be 
made very clear. All of this becomes 
a blessing. 

Second Leaguer: It seems to me 
that the genius of the Jew rests in 
revelation. He himself is a revelation 
ot man—a revelation of ourselves. For 
example, the stories in the scriptures 
concern the Jews but they show us 
also what we are like. As we deal with 
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the Jew, we deal with ourselves. If 
we seek his good in Christ, we find 
the same grace for ourselves. 

First Leaguer: And then think of 
the blessing that Christians of Jew- 
ish background have often proved to 
be. Their testimony has been particu- 
larly forceful because it cost them so 


much. Some of the great giants in the = 


history of the church. have been Jews 
who have been led to Christ. 

Third Leaguer: The Jews are a test 
of our actual attitude toward the non- 
Christian peoples of the world. We 
send missionaries abroad to such peo- 
ples, but the best test of our sincerity 
is shown by our attitude toward the 
Jewish people right here at home. 

Fourth Leaguer: To be concerned 
about the Jews and to seek to minister 
to them tends to strengthen our faith. 
We cease to doubt that God can per- 
form even that which appears impos- 
sible. Likewise, we learn to know 
what real Christian love actually is. 

Leader: Our time is up now. We 
have scarcely touched upon our sub- 
ject, and yet I am sure our discussion 
has proved helpful to all of us in 
clarifying what we mean by the Chris- 
tian approach to the Jewish people. 

We have seen that we have a real 
responsibility to the Jewish people, 
that there is something that we can 
do about this responsibility, and that 
there are real blessings in including 
the Jews in our ministry. May God 
give us all grace to put into actual 
practice that which we have learned 
through our discussion. 


* * 


@© SUPPLEMENTARY SUGGESTIONS 


A. Write fora free packet of material 
from: The Division of American Mis- 
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sions, National Lutheran Council, 327 S. 
LaSalle St., Chicago 4, Ill., Attention: 
CSA 

B. Order additional copies of the 
skit, “Frank Meets His Neighbor,” con- 
tained in the packet mentioned under 
“A.” Copies cost 10 cents each. 

C. The practical value of the pro- 
gram can be increased if the Fourth 
Leaguer, in connection with the third 
time he speaks, will read the following 
excerpts from reports sent to the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council by our parish 
pastors: 

“The part-Jewish member (father Jew— 
mother Gentile) came to S.S., mingled with 
young people, attended confirmation class, 
and was confirmed—all before | became 
pastor of congregation. She is now mar- 
ried to a Gentile Christian.” 

“Individual league members would in- 
vite one Jewish friend along to introduce 
them to the gang.” 

One pastor reported four Jewish mem- 
bers. Asked how they were reached, he 
replied, ‘My members brought them in.” 

“Father attended pastor’s Bible class. 
Was convinced through the study of St. 
Paul’s life. Was baptized with two chil- 
dren. Both afterwards confirmed.” 

“We have Jewish boys in our Boy Scout 
Troop.” 

“A child was instrumental in bringing 
the three Jewish children to Sunday school. 
We have none in congregation.” 

“Reached through data given by one of 
the members, and visited.” (Party was won 
and baptized.) 

“Part-Jewish member was struck by car 
in front of church. | visited him in hospital 
and won him. Is now supt. of Int. Dept.” 

“Man-and wife who arrived a few 
months ago from Germany as refugees. 
They attended our service one Sunday 
morning apparently on their own volition. 
Later they responded readily to an invi- 
tation to become members of our congre- 
gation. They are well educated and speak 
English.” 
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DICK SUTCLIFFE WRITES: 


‘i HATE dull parties’ 


TRY THIS FOR SIZE 


t+ttttttttt 


Question: How is a party like a 
mirror? 

Answer: It tells an awful lot about 
the people in it! ; 

Young people who throw them- 
-selves wholeheartedly into fun at a 
party are probably individuals who 
throw themselves wholeheartedly into 
the business of living! Kids who let 
down their hair at a social are more 
likely to mix better with their fellow- 
men than the group that does a good 
job of imitatiing wallflowers at a 
league get-together. 

I HATE dull parties! I DETEST 
a lousy time, especially when I’ve 
come prepared to enjoy myself. I’ve 
attended dry affairs: Once the host- 
ess had spent so much time decor- 
ating her living room that she had to 
resort at the- last minute to a quick 
“Well, what'll we play tonight?” as 
the guests began arriving. At another, 
so much time, money, and effort had 
been spent on refreshments that 90 
minutes of fun were wasted antici- 
pating a new kind of punch the party 
committee wanted “to try.” 


A long time ago, I heard a good 
party leader say he followed some 
short simple rules for preparing any 
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social for young people. I pass them 
along: 

1. Be extremely choosey when 
selecting games. Pick the ten best 
out of the twenty best from the 40 
best that are in your repertoire. 

2. Always have twice as many 
games prepared as you'll need! (Save 
the rest for next time!) 

3. Never choose games that are 
too complicated to enjoy! 

4. Stop each game BEFORE con- 
testants tire. Never permit a game to 
“wear out” on your leaguers! 

5. Make certain the party leader 
understands each game _ thoroughly. 


See to it that he explains the rules 


quickly and clearly! 

6. Never shout to explain the 
rules! Wait for quiet! (You'll save 
your vocal chords, be kinder to the 


contestants’ eardrums, and _ prevent 


everyone risking a case of apoplexy!) 

No matter how cute the invitation, 
how attractive the decorations, or how 
tasty the punch . . . if the games 
aren't any good, the party’s a flop. 


Therefore, let’s scan the following list — 


of games that have survived many a 
league party for suggestions for our 
next league social. 


Openers 

Wuo m-I? — (Equipment needed: 
Small white cards, straight pins.) As 
each member arrives, the name of 
some prominent parsons in the field of 
radio, television, movies, church, 
Bible, or league is pinned on’ the back 
of his coat. By asking questions of 
other arrivals, he attempts to discover 
“Who'm IP” 


BrAND-EM—(Equipment needed: 
Colored advertisements of well-known 
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SOME FAST GAMES of ping pong helped strangers get acquainted quickly at the 
Lutheran Summer Assembly, Hood College, Frederick, Md. Many local leagues find that 
some permanent recreational equipment is a “must” in developing a wholesome, 
church-centered fellowship. Informal, post-meeting games help break down barriers and 
include the newcomer in the gang. 


products, clipped from magazines, 
hung on the wall. For example, Pack- 
ard, Libby, Del Monte, Armstrong, 
Pillsbury, Lucky Strike, Sealtest, Good- 
year. Trade names are carefully cut 
out with scissors or razor.) Armed 
with pencil and paper, each contest- 
ant attempts to recognize the brand 
(BRAND-EM) without benefit of 
trademark. 


Activators 

Spier Wes—(Equipment needed: 
Balls of different colored string; a 
room that will not be needed for the 
“openers” above.) Ahead of party- 
time, planners stretch string from var- 
ious objects in the room, intertwining 
string with string, winding in and 
around table legs, chair rockers, door 
knobs, and anything else bolted down. 
Strings should be of equal length be- 
fore stretching (depending on size of 
room, 50 feet is suggested). When 
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properly prepared, room will be a 
“spider web” of string. All strings 
start at same point near doorway. 
There should be a string for ‘each 
contestant. First contestant winding to 
end of his string wins. 

Muccinc — (Equipment needed: 
Orange, apple, or rubber ball for as 
many teams as will play.) Teams are 
lined up single file facing forward. 
At signal from leader, person first in 
line tucks orange under his own chin, 
turns to second in line and transfers 
(without use of hands) orange from 
under his chin to the same spot of his 
teammate. If orange drops during 
transfer, it is returned to head of line 
and team must start all over. 


Concentrators 
CONCENTRATION— (Equipment need- 
ed: A circle of chairs, one for each 
contestant.) Starting at one end 
(henceforth called head) of line, con- 
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testants count upwards from “1”. 
Games begins by person having high- 
est number (bottom of line) calling 
any number falling between his own 
and “1”. Person whose number is 
called, must—within three seconds— 
call another number. If he cannot, he 
drops to bottom of line and everyone 
below him at the time he missed, 
moves up one chair, assuming, a new 
number (one less than the number 
formerly held) as he goes. Object of 
game isto unseat No. 1, thereby giv- 
ing everyone a new number, moving 
everyone closer to their goal—head of 
the line. 


~ Wuat’s My Name?—(Equipment 
needed: Piano, pianist, half a dozen 
well-known hymns—“Rock of Ages,” 
“Silent Night,” “Church’s One Foun- 
dation,” “Abide With Me,” “Faith Of 
Our Fathers,” “Mighty Fortress” are 
suggestions—paper and pencil for each 
contestant.) At a signal from leader, 
pianist plays only the last musical 
phrase of first hymn. Contestants at- 
tempt to recognize hymn, may have 
one additional rendition of the same 
last phrase by the pianist before the 
second hymn is played. (The better- 
known the hymn is, the more difficult 
many will find recognition to be.) Be 
sure the pianist can play well enough 
so that recognition will not be impos- 


sible! 


Licht THE CANDLE—(Equipment 
needed: Heavy glass tumbler, book 
matches, candles and_ candlestick 
holder.) This is a “steal” from tests 
given potential air corps cadets by 
the U. S. army during World War II. 
Contestants while balancing them- 
selves on one foot on the upturned 
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tumbler, open bookmatch folder, strike 
match, then bend over to light candle 
placed on floor 18 inches from tumb- 
ler. (It’s harder than you think!) 


SusPENSION—(Equipment needed: 
Three chairs and contestants with 
strong neck and back muscles.) After 
sitting on middle of three chairs in 
a row, contestant reclines until base 
of his skull rests on seat of one chair, 
spine is supported by middle chair, 
and heels rest on third chair. Object 
is for contestant to maintain neck- 
back-leg rigidity while he removes 


middle chair, swings it up, over his — 


abdomen and down, replacing it un- 
der his spine without “collapsing.” 


Fillers-in 


Broom Dance—(Equipment need- 
ed: Broom, music.) Couples dance to 
music, single person dances with 
broom. At signal from leader, music 
stops, dancers must exchange part- 


ners. Odd man must take next dance 


with broom. 


BarnyAaRrp—(Equipment needed: 
Blank pieces of paper for everyone at- 
tending party. (Only one paper has 
instruction “Bray like a donkey.”) 
Leader explains carefully that each 
person, at the signal, is to perform the 
instruction found on the slip of paper 
soon to be handed him. At signal, of 
course, only one person “performs.” 


If the party leader feels that part- 
ners are necessary, the games can be 
adjusted to that end. Since league 
isn’t meant to be a date-bureau or 
matrimonial agency, it’s better to let 
people be individuals at parties. They 
can pair up for refreshments or be- 


tween games if theyre that anxious 


to be with each other. 
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Swap SP 


paso CER wa: 


I! We're glad that you dropped 
in today. We would have words 
with you about Luther League 

iterature and devotional meetings. 
More words about variety, that is. 
ind the suggestions that can come to 
‘ou from headquarters if you merely 


sk for them. 


To quote you a quote—“The most 
mportant phase of the Luther League 
rogram is the devotional meeting. 
t is the ‘heart’ from which all other 
nterests and activities spring. A heart 
s a living, vital organ; and so the 
levotional meetings of the league 
nust be interesting, educational, and 
aspiring. The devotional meeting 
nust provide a source of life and vi- 
ality to every leaguer, and should 
notivate the life of everyone who at- 
ends.” Not SWAP SHOP lingo ex- 
ctly, but a good springboard for con- 
inuing our last conversation. 


A good devotional meeting cannot 
ye delivered to you in a capsule just 
efore seven the evening you are 
2ader. Thought, research, and plan- 
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ning are absolute musts! Too many 
people feel that their preparation is 
complete when they have jotted down 
the entire program item by item, and 
picked up Luther Life or High Ideals 
on their way out the door! 


In lieu of a capsule, try the pam- 
phlet “How to Make the Meeting Go!” 
Let us warn you in adyance, however, 
that this piece of league literature 
stresses preparation! It suggests that 
our topics be used as a core or base 
of operations, but that they should 
not be followed slavishly. Things like 
the atomic bomb and its implications 
should not be ignored because there 
is a topic on dating or something else 
that is equally local or personal. What 
you-really need is a bit of originality 
in your meetings, and having two 
leaders would be a help. One to con- 
duct the meeting (a good way to 
break in inexperienced leaguers, by 
the way) and one to present the topic. 
Variety helps, too, so the pamphlet 
lists different types of meetings and 
different methods of presenting topics, 
and stresses participation by every- 
body. After all, it is presumably a 
LEAGUE meeting! The pamphlet also 
lists sources of material, makes sug- 
gestions about seating, and concludes 
with detailed instructions on the ac- 
tual things involved in making the 
meeting go. 


Then there is “57 Varieties of Meet- 
ings’ which contains nothing but 
ideas—57 of them! Some of the more 
fascinating ones are a monogram 
meeting . .. a duet meeting ...a 
former member meeting (good in the 
Spring when everyone is alumni con- 
scious! ) an inverted meeting 

. a stamp meeting for missions . . . 
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a hobby meeting . . . a memory meet- 
ing ... an ideal girl meeting (with 
the boys in complete charge, of 
course!) ... and an ideal boy meeting 
(after all, dog faces, your dream 
queens deserve their inning, too!) .. . 
a bee-hive meeting . . . a Bible book 
meeting . . . a songspiration meeting 
(using one of the most popular feat- 
ures of any convention) ... a ther- 
mometer meeting . . . a progressive 
meeting . . . a board meeting ...a 
record meeting . . . and so on! Arouse 
your curiosityy Then send for the 
pamphlet! 


“Guides for Educational Projects” 
isea sort of brief recapitulation of the 
two aforementioned booklets with one 
or two additional suggestions tacked 
on for good measure. For instance, 
schedule a trek to an historic church 
or a service center or a college. Have 
a short story contest. Open a creative 
arts or handcraft center and occupy 
hands as well as hearts and voices! 


Or snag yourselves a copy of Fulton 
Oursler’s book, “Why I Know There 
Is a God,” and use some of its chap- 
ters as topic material. We liked chap- 
ter 8, Our Second Job, discussing a 
career for the spirit . . . chapter 4, 
There Is Something For You To Do, 
based on the theme “I am only one, 
but I AM one” and telling the story 
of the Russian school teacher who 
jumped from the consulate window on 
the eve of her departure for Russia 

. chapter 6,. The Wise and The 
Harmless, for baseball happy guys 
and gals . . . chapter 8, God in the 
Factories, the story of Tony Martiero. 
industrial chaplain . . . chapter 13, 
The Mistake, being a discourse on 
Pastor Brown, a Testament, and a set 
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of circumstances . . . and chapter 14, 
Why Love My Enemy, a tale about a — 
famous Chinese lady. 


For Young People especially there 
is chapter 9, The Way You Look At 
It, interesting incidents in the life of 
“Dr. Edwin”, neurologist with a gift 
for curing heartaches. And for young 
adults (LOYALS) there is chapter 10, — 
Lost Enchantment. 


The next problem on the list—the 
one that nearly always follows juicing 
up devotional meetings—is attendance, 
or how to drum up trade. Nothing is 
better than personal contact—stopping — 
for someone on your way (or out of © 
your way!) to the church. Perhaps © 
your first initation will be refused, and 
maybe your second. In which case 
may we suggest that you do not make ~ 
a pest of yourself. Concentrate on 
making the meetings so fascinating 
and talking about them in such glow- — 
ing terms that your reluctant dragon’s 
bump of curiosity will bring him out — 
in spite of himself! 


A poster campaign will help, too. 
Many meetings are a flat flop because 
they did not receive enough publicity. 
So advertise! If you make your posters — 
intriguing enough, they will become — 
the talk of the church bulletin board — 
and people will make a habit of look- — 
ing for them. Don’t tell all you know ~ 
when you letter the copy; do illustrate; ~ 
and by all means, change them fre- — 
quently! Every Sunday if possible. — 
There is nothing so dispiriting as a 
tired poster on a dusty bulletin board! — 


Happy leaguing—and come _ in — 
again! We're always glad to talk to — 
you. 
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Clatter 


HIS is not the time of the year 

for baseball and swimming. But 

let’s give ‘em some thought just 
for the sake of proving a point. 


Tve been thinking for some time 
that what the Christian religion needs 
is a goodly number of young, un- 
orthodox champions of the Gospel. 
The word “unorthodox” means “dif- 
ferent,” “not customary,” “not the 
usual thing or way.” 


To explain what I mean, let me 
point you to the recent accomplish- 
ments of two unorthodox champions 
in the field of sports. 


In baseball is Stan Musial, out- 
fielder of the St. Louis Cardinals. 
Last summer he did what he’s been 
doing for a number of years, winning 
the batting championship of the Na- 
tional League. For several seasons he 
was voted the most valuable player 
award in his circuit. 


Musial has been called “the most 
unorthodox hitter in baseball today.” 
His batting style is so unconvention- 
al that it seems ridiculous. Yet, he’s 
in a class all by himself. He’s so good, 
he’s got the nickname in baseball cir- 
cles: “THE MAN.” 

The first time I saw Musial perform 
was one afternoon against the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers. He really put on a hum- 
_dinger of an exhibition. First time at 
bat, he smacked a line-drive home run 
over the right field wall. Second time 
up, he doubled off the center field 
wall. Third time up, he singled off 
the left field wall. 


Yet, he’s the most unorthodox—that 
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is, unusually stanced-in-the-batter’s- 
box-hitter in the National League. 

IN swimminc is Japan’s Hironishin 
Furuhashi, who has broken world’s 
records right and left for the past two 
years. In August, he set new world’s 
records in both the 400-meters and 
the 800-meters. 


~ His style of swimming is com- 
pletely unorthodox. Instead of the 
standard six-beat leg kick, carefully 
synchronized with the arm stroke, he 
uses a slower but powerful kick while 
his arms revolve swiftly like bicycle 
pedals. 


It was Bob Kiputh, famed Yale and 
Olympic swimming coach, who said, 
after seeing Furuhashi perform: “His 
style will shake the swimming world.” 


Now, a few unorthodox styled 
young Christians might not shake the 
Christian world, but strategically dis- 
tributed, they sure would help to 
wake up a lot of slumbering folk. 


Here’s a sample of what I mean 
right out of a book of short stories 
that is reviewed in this issue of Luther 
Life. In “Americans All,” by Martha 
Foley, little fourth-grader Emily 
“liked the Old Testament so much 
because the New Testament was 
about Christians mostly, and she 
knew lots of Christians and what they 
did and how they lived and dressed. 
To Emily, Chrstians were—well, JUST 
CLOTHES!” 

Yes, my point is still the same: I 
believe the church could use to great’ 
advantage some unorthodox styled 
Christians of Luther League. 
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STORIES OF CHRISTIAN LIVING. Ed- 
ited by J. Edward Lantz. New York: 
Association Press. $2.50. 

This yolume contains eighteen of 
“the best religious stories for young 
people of the past two years’—accord- 
ing to its editor. And some of them 
deserve to be called just that—“the 
best”—for they are excellent! 

But as might be expected in a col- 
lection such as this, some of the stor- 
ies are much better than others. Some 
of them end like you hoped they 
would, some of them don’t, which is 
typical of the short story. 

The title of the book is something 
misleading, since many of the stories 
have nothing to do with “Christian 
living.” However, this much can be 
said for them: They are stories that a 
Christian can read with pleasure and 
with profit! 


THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. By Ger- 
ald Zerbolt of Zutphen. Translated 
by Albert Hyma, medieval scholar 
of the University of Michigan. 

This is an excellent devotional book 
that would appeal to the development 
of idealism in the life of young peo- 
ple. In every youth are strong desires 
that need to be understood and di- 
- rected. In terse maxims, this little 
book presents subjects that concern 
the growth and unfolding of a happy, 
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useful life. It touches upon: Vanities 
of the world, self-knowledge, inordi- 
nate affections, familiarity, obedience, 
peace, adversity, temptations, evils, 
loneliness, and death. | 


Thought will be required to read 
this little book. The words are not 
difficult and the style is easy. But 
every maxim needs to be “thought 
through.” 


The book deserves contemplation, — 
self-examination, and devotion. It will 
bring to everyone who rightly uses | 
it higher ideals, a deeper understand-— 
ing of self, and spiritual power for a_ 
more Christ-like life. 

—Robert F. Shelby — 


MEALS FROM THE MANSE. By Lora 
Lee Parrott. Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan: Zondervan Publishing House. 
93 pages. | 
For people who like to eat—and 

who doesn’t—this handy recipe book — 

may add some new and palatable” 
ideas. Collected from minister’s wives — 
all over the country, Meals from the 

Manse manages to cover everything © 

from a salad dressing cake to making — 

enough chicken a la king to feed your — 
entire Luther League. 

Meals has a handy spiral device — 
which makes it easy to keep open at — 
the proper recipe. It is attractively — 
bound and illustrated. Since it pro- 
vides a variety of menues, economy — 
dishes, quantity recipes, it will be — 
handy for use at home or at church ~ 
functions. 

Added feature (attractive or unat- — 
tractive according to individual taste) ; 
Humorous anecdotes and gems of 
spiritual wisdom. 


—Margaret Mangum 
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Picture of the Month: “Rio Grande” 

The abiding appeal of Western 
films, both at home and abroad, prob- 
ably stems from the love of adventure 
and spectacular heroism inbred in us 
all. This Argosy Production, under 
John Ford’s direction, should emi- 
nently satisfy “western” fans. It will 
be enjoyed also by those not common- 
ly interested in this type of film. For 
in addition to the usual elements, “Rio 
Grande” has a good story enacted in 
a background of grandiose scenery of 
desert, rocky crags, river and valleys, 
a fine cast, and an excellent musical 
score with appropriate vocal support 
by the Sons of the Pioneers. 

“Rio Grande” (a Republic release) 
unfolds a rugged tale about the ex- 
ploits of the U. S. Cavalry in an out- 
post on the American-Mexican fron- 
tier. Great unrest among the Indians, 
who engage in repeated attacks on 
army post and wagon trains, has to 
be subdued. This involves violent 
fighting and demands sacrifices in 
lives, strategy in command, and. dar- 
ing courage at all times. Within this 
larger epic is a more personal conflict, 
the long standing estrangement be- 
tween the colonel and his lady, their 
relationship in authority and parental 
affection for their soldier son, and a 
certain matter of honor in the bond of 
one’s given word. 

John Wayne is in his element as 
the serious, inflexible colonel. Maur- 
een O'Hara plays his proud, high-born 
wife who harbors a grudge and hides 
her Jove. Claude Jarman, Jr. (who has 
come a long way since his start in 
“The Yearling”) is their son bent on 
being a good soldier, with physical 
courage and a sense of honor. Victor 
MacLaglen is the traditionally “tough 
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sergeant” who loves to fight, to take 
an occasional strong drink, and to 
shed a sentimental tear. There are 
many episodes of great suspense, 
many scenes of breath-taking beauty. 
Because such stories are in the Amer- 
ican tradition and because this one 
will please family audiences, we be- 
ane that it will be well received. 


Audience Suitability Ratings 


.A—Adults; Y—Young People; F—Family 


TWO WEEKS LOVE 
(MGM). 

A romantic musical comedy, de- 
lightfully amusing, a feast for the 
eyes in bright Technicolor, and a joy 
to the heart in wholesome entertain- 
ment. From its lilting start to the 
closing number, it has nostalgic qual- 
ity and refreshing music. Good family 
relations, excellent acting.—(F). 


WITH 


ALL ABOUT EVE (20th Century- 
Fox). 

A tense and exciting social drama 
with an unusual plot culminating in 
a surprise ending. It is merciless satire 
on unscrupulous personal ambition. 
Suggesting strongly that stage people 
are hypocritical ruthless opportun- 
ists, the characters are often frighten- 
ing but never artificial. Drinking is 
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part of some pathetic escape and 
frustration.—(A). 


THE SOUND OF FURY (United 
Artists). 

Tragic drama depicting the evil 
passions which can be aroused by sen- 
sational press accounts of crime. A 
terrible indictment on the abuse of 
freedom of expression to serve evil 
ends. A lynching mob scene is so 
realistic, and other sordid elements 
of the story are so frankly enacted, 
that this picture can be rated only for 
mature and socially concerned adults. 


—(A). 


HARVEY (Universal - International). 
‘Because o fthe whimsical story, ex- 
cellent acting, good casting and splen- 
did direction, this picture cannot fail 
to interest as escape entertainment. It 
portrays the inebriate Elwood P. 
Dowd who, while in an alcoholic 
glow, stays sober enough to be pleas- 
antly kind but is also drunk enough 
to imagine a gargantuan rabbit as his 
beneficent companion.- The drinking 
in the film seems to prove that all one 
needs to be happy and avoid respon- 
sibility is to remain in the twilight 
zone of semi-inebriety.—(A) (Y) 


THE MINIVER STORY (MGM). 
As a sequel to “Mrs. Miniver,” this 
presents good family life, integrity, 
abiding love and understanding be- 
tween husband and wife, ethical and 
moral considerations handled credit- 
ably, sorrow met with cheerful bra- 
very and a satisfying assurance that 
life does not end with death. Artistic- 
ally and dramatically, the production 
succeeds in being inspiringly moving. 


—(A) (¥) 
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Here Js Happiness! 


In a fully dedicated Christian life 


In a church school leading to a 
college degree 


In professionalized training for every 
hristian service 


In intimate Christian fellowship 


THE DIACONATE OF THE 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 


offers 


Spiritual development 
Collegiate instruction 
Professionalized training 
Variety of opportunity 
Service in the Church 
Joyful satisfaction 


For Information Please Write 


SISTER MILDRED WINTER 
Field Secretary 
713 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce St. 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


ao 
Lenoir Rhyne 
College 


HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA 


Founded 1891 
In the foothills of the Blue Ridge 


Fully Accredited 


@ The College of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Syn- 
od of North Carolina, 
placing emphasis on Chris- 
tian Character and Schol- 


Co-educational 


arship. 
@ Band, Choir, Forensics, 
Dramatics, and Athletics 


offer special opportunities 
in extra-curricular activi- 
ties. ‘ 
Application for admission should 
be made early 


For further information write to 


VoicHt R. Cromer, President 
Hickory, N. C. 


fe ON COLLEOR— 


“THE ONLY JUNIOR COLLEGE AND THE 
ONLY WOMEN’S COLLEGE IN THE UNITED 
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA” 


FIRST TWO YEARS OF COLLEGE WORK 


@ Fully accredited 
@ Credits transferable 
@ Liberal Arts 

@ Pre-professional courses 


@ Strong Music Department 


Emphasis given to individual students 
Exploratory courses offered 


LAST TWO YEARS OF HIGH SCHOOL WORK 


@ Junior and Senior High School courses offered 
Located on U. S. Highway 11 Excellent train connections 


-For information write 


THE REV. oem H. FRAY, D.D., President 
Box L, Marion, Va. 
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CUES Of CLOSSES ro x v0 1% 
Lenten Season Printing 


— 


Size 1] Size 2 Size 3 Size 4 Size 5 Size 6 


Crosses are cast type-high and are the exact size illustrated above. We 
have had these crosses manufactured in response to a demand for crosses 
for pastors to use in their Lenten and Easter printing. 


Prices are as follows: 


Size .)4 ee eee 50 cents Size 4 ....... 2 for 60 cents 
Size.2) Ae anette A5~cents  Sizevor- eee 2 for 50 cents 
Size,.3.- 2 hee 40 cents Size 6....... 2 for 40 cents 


REMITTANCE MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER 


For Sale Only By 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


EVERYTHING IN LUTHER LEAGUE SUPPLIES 
429-437 Herr Street Harrisburg, Pen 


